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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village) 

Prospect  Hill 

Name  of  Area 

Prospect  Hill 

Present  Use 

Residential  & Institutional 

Construction  Dates  or  Period 

1797-2000 

Overall  Condition 

Good 


Sketch  Map 

Draw  a map  of  the  area  indicating  properties  within 
it.  Circle  and  number  properties  for  which  individual 
inventory  forms  have  been  completed.  Label  streets 
including  route  numbers,  if  any.  Attach  a continuation 
sheet  if  space  is  not  sufficient  here.  Indicate  north. 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  {month  / year)  July  2000 


Major  Intrusions  and  Alterations 

Change  in  usage  from  residential  to  institutional  in  area  near 
intersection  of  View  & Prospect  Street. 


Acreage 


Follow  Massachuse  ^Historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  ^completing  this  form. 
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AREA  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  ^ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural,  structural  and  landscape  features  and  evaluate  in  tenns  of  other  areas  within  the  community 


The  early  homes  of  this  residential  neighborhood  are  located  near  the  foot  of  the  hill  near  the  Common.  Early  eighteenth  century  single- 
family homes  are  located  further  from  the  common  along  Mechanic,  Prospect  and  Arlington  Streets.  In  the  late  eighteenth  century  Chestnut. 
School,  and  Bond  Streets  were  extended  north  up  the  hillside  to  accommodate  new  smaller  homes.  In  the  early  twentieth  century  the  large 
estates  of  the  early  eighteen  hundreds  were  divided  to  accommodate  modest  middle  class  housing.  By  the  middle  of  the  twentieth  century 
the  Applewild  School,  nursing  homes,  and  the  Burbank  Hospital  converted  some  of  the  larger  homes  on  Prospect  Hill  for  institutional  uses. 

The  full  range  of  architectural  styles  from  the  Colonial,  through  the  Federal,  Greek  Revival,  Gothic  Revival,  Italianate,  Second  Empire, 
Queen  Anne,  Colonial  Revival  styles  to  the  Modern.  One  of  the  earliest  homes  is  the  Colonial  at  22  Prospect  Street. 


Vickery  Cottage  at  53  Prospect  (MHC  # 310)  is  a small  l-Vi  story  Gothic  Revival  cottage  4 bays  x 4 bays  that  was  constructed  1851/1853. 
A slate  gable  roof  and  decorative  verge  boards  cap  the  flush  wood  board  walls.  The  gable  roof  is  crossed  by  a side  gable  over  a bay  of  tall 
narrow  windows.  A side  porch  to  the  north  provides  access  to  the  drive,  and  a symmetrically  arranged  porch  to  the  south  provides  access  to 
the  main  entrance.  The  6/6  square  wood  windows  are  crowned  by  a drip-mold.  An  attached  two-story  garage  with  a hipped  roof  has  a 
decorative  wood  trim  at  the  cornice.  The  house  is  set  approximately  ten  feet  from  the  street  and  a lacy  cast  iron  fence  supported  by  granite 
posts  and  a low  granite  retaining  wall  contains  the  front  yard. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  ^ see  continuation  sheet 

Explain  historical  development  of  the  area.  Discuss  how  this  relates  to  the  historical  development  of  the  community. 


In  Fitchburg  the  North  Nashua  River  and  its  tributaries  were  the  important  factors  in  the  development  of  the  city.  Although  the  first  settlers 
settled  away  from  the  river  on  early  roads  like  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Turnpike  and  Ashbumham  Hill  Road,  the  construction  of  mills  on  the 
river  resulted  in  a linear  settlement  along  the  river.  The  first  town  center  developed  on  the  East  End  of  Main  Street,  at  the  junction  of  Water, 
Main,  Laurel  & Blossom  Street  when  the  first  meetinghouse  was  built  in  the  vicinity  of  Blossom  & Crescent  Streets.  During  the  last  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century  the  second  center  of  development  in  Fitchburg  occurred  upriver  at  the  Junction  of  major  crossroads  in  the  area  now 
occupied  by  the  Upper  Common  when  in  1796  the  second  meetinghouse  in  Fitchburg  was  constructed. 

The  1796  meetinghouse  now  located  at  900-904  Main  Street  (MHC  #222)  and  First  Parish  Unitarian  Universalist  Church  were  the 
first  of  many  gathering  halls  for  public  worship  to  be  built  around  the  Common.  The  First  Parish  Unitarian  Universalist  Church 
(MHC  #369)  sits  at  the  head  of  the  Common.  Built  by  Zachariah  Sheldon  in  1837  the  rear  addition  of  a parish  house  was  designed  by 
HM  Francis  in  1888-1889.  Zachariah  Sheldon’s  son,  Francis  Sheldon  (1820-1896)  was  a millwright  and  lived  in  the  brick  Federal 
dwelling  at  8 School  Street  (MHC  #344)  built  ca  1820. 

The  area  known  as  the  Upper  Common  is  composed  of  two  geographical  areas,  the  hillsides  of  Prospect  Hill  and  the  site  of  the  common,  a 
level  narrow  strip  of  land  following  the  Nashua  River  at  the  foot  of  Prospect  Hill.  The  oldest  development  is  centered  around  the  green  of 
the  Common.  This  area  includes  the  properties  from  683-1063  Main  Street,  the  properties  on  Caldwell  place  and  Merriam  Parkway,  and  the 
properties  between  Main  Street  and  the  River  on  Circle,  Baker  and  Rollstone  Streets.  This  area  was  primarily  a residential  area,  but  later 
evolved  into  a mixed-use  area  with  commercial  buildings,  neighboring  residential  properties  and  industrial  mill  complexes.  The  hilly 
Prospect  Hill  area  was  developed  as  a residential  neighborhood  of  upper  class  residences.  The  first  homes  were  built  near  the  junction  of 
Main  and  Mechanic  Streets  and  along  western  Main  Street  on  School  Street  and  Arlington  Street.  Development  later  spread  to  the  north  and 
northwest  along  Prospect  and  View  Streets  toward  Flat  Rock  Road  and  Burbank  Hospital. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES 


see  continuation  sheet 


^ Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  cont’d 

The  apartments  at  24-26  Vi  Arlington  (MHC  # 340)  constructed  ca.  1890  and  28-34  Arlington  (.MHC  #341)  constructed  ca.  1860  are 
typical  of  the  multifamily  housing  built  to  the  south  and  west  of  the  large  single-family  houses.  24-26  Vi  Arlington  is  a 2 Vi  story 
Queen  Anne  double  house  8 bays  x 2 bays.  The  two  east  and  west  bays  are  projecting  two  story  bays  topped  by  gables.  The  adjoining 
bay  to  either  projecting  bay  is  a one-story  gabled  entry  portico.  The  central  two  bays  are  marked  by  a large  central  cross  gable  with 
three  small  double  hung  windows  in  the  attic. 

65  Prospect  (MHC  # 312),  the  residence  of  Rodney  Wallace  is  a large  Second  Empire  mansion  set  prominently  on  the  hillside 
with  a large  lawn  to  the  south  divide  by  a sweeping  semi-circular  drive  leading  to  a two  story  Second  Empire  carriage  house  to 
the  northeast  of  the  house.  The  central  entry  porch  with  fluted  composite  columns  and  balustrade  is  reached  via  a set  of  granite 
stairs.  The  building  constructed  in  1864  is  4 bays  x 3 bays  and  is  two  stories  high.  The  wood  clapboard  walls  are  edged  by 
wood  quoins.  A slate  concave  Mansard  roof  caps  a deep  projecting  dentilled  cornice.  The  main  rectangular  building  form  is 
broken  by  the  projecting  porch,  a projecting  first  story  bay  window  on  the  southwest  corner,  and  a 1 story  column  bay  on  the 
northwest  corner,  which  has  been  boarded  up.  Gabled  and  arched  dormers  project  from  the  Mansard  roof,  the  central  dormer 
on  the  south  side  is  flanked  by  scrolls  and  paneled  parapet,  its  arched  topped  window  echoing  the  arched  entry  door  two  stories 
below. 

The  Herbert  Ingalls  Wallace  House  located  at  52  School  Street  (MHC  # 355),  originally  was  constructed  ca.  1870  as  a small 
two  story  clipped  hipped  roof  house  with  an  attached  ell.  The  two  stories  of  the  original  house  are  now  the  second  and  third 
floors,  a new  first  floor  having  been  added  with  a three  sided  wrap-around  porch  with  grouped  classical  columns  set  on 
pedestals.  The  house  exhibits  Queen  Anne  influences.  The  gables  have  verge  boards  with  a circular  cutout.  The  central  bay  on 
the  School  Street  facade  has  a two  story  projecting  bay  with  four  tall  narrow  double  hung  windows  on  the  second  floor  and 
three  double  hung  windows  on  the  first  floor  under  a pair  of  tall  narrow  third  floor  windows.  A side  cross  gable  overlooking 
the  dooryard  also  has  a similar  two  story  projecting  bay  and  gable  windows.  The  house  is  elevated  approximately  eight  feet 
above  the  dooryard  and  gravel  driveway  that  leads  to  the  2-V2-story  carriage  house  to  the  rear.  The  carriage  house  is  a simple 
gabled  building  with  a lower  cross  gable  facing  the  road,  topped  at  the  juncture  of  the  gables  by  a cupola. 

The  large  Shingle  Style  Geo.  Crocker  house  at  75  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #313)  was  constructed  between  1889-1890.  The  house  rests 
on  a rusticated  stone  base  on  a large  sloping  lot  dominated  by  a large  mature  deciduous  tree.  The  south  facing  gable  end  of  the 
gambrel  roof  is  crossed  on  the  northwest  corner  by  paired  symmetrical  cross  gambrel  gables.  An  eyebrow  dormer  on  the  upper  slope 
breaks  the  slate  roof,  and  a hipped  gable  directly  below  on  the  steeper  lower  gable.  Under  the  south-facing  gable  is  a covered 
projecting  porch  supported  by  slender  classical  columns.  A central  stained  glass  multi-paned  window  on  the  second  floor  is  flanked  by 
8/1  double  hung  windows  and  located  below  a Palladian  window  on  the  third  floor.  A covered  wrap  around  porch  on  the  northwest 
corner  is  also  supported  by  classical  columns  and  leads  to  the  main  entry  door.  A stone  chimney  projects  from  the  southernmost  paired 
cross  gable. 

The  double  house  at  28-34  Arlington  is  also  a 2-1/2  story  8 bays  x 2 bays.  The  Second  Empire  apartment  roof  has  six  gabled  dormers. 
The  central  bays  are  projecting  two  story  bays  topped  by  a flat  roof  at  the  cornice  level.  To  either  side  of  the  projecting  bays  are  one 
story  covered  entrance  porches.  Both  buildings  are  set  on  the  edge  of  a steeply  sloping  lot  with  a south  facing  exposure. 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  cont’d 

The  Horace  F.  Grove  house  is  a two-story  Queen  Anne  located  at  52  Bond  Street  was  constructed  ca.  1900.  The  building 
adopts  a rectangular  plan  and  rests  on  a granite  foundation.  The  three-bay  wide  by  four-bay  deep  dwelling  faces  east  on  Bond 
Street.  The  residence  terminates  in  a pedimented  front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  The  gable  end  is  clad  with  wood 
shingles  and  features  a single  6/6,  double  hung  sash  window  with  fanlight.  A pedimented  gable  dormer  is  located  on  the  south 
elevation.  This  dormer  rises  from  a two-story  bay  window.  The  dormer  features  multi-light-over-one  light  double-hung  sash 
windows.  The  building  is  clad  with  vinyl  siding.  The  principal  elevation  features  a full  width  wrap-around  porch  that 
terminates  in  a hipped  roof.  Turned  wooden  columns  and  scrolled  wood  brackets  support  the  porch  roof.  The  main  facade  of 
the  residence  comprises  a doorway  on  the  north  end  and  a bay  window  featuring  2/2  double  hung  sash  windows.  Two  equally 
spaced  windows  are  located  on  the  second  floor.  Window  fenestration  of  the  north  and  south  elevations  are  asymmetrical.  A 
two-story  bay  window  is  located  on  the  north  elevation.  A one-story,  two-bay  garage  is  located  to  the  south  of  the  dwelling. 

The  garage  terminates  in  a gable  roof. 

This  two-story  Queen  Anne  at  62  Bond  Street  was  constructed  1895/1910  with  Craftsman  influences.  The  building  adopts  a 
rectangular  plan  and  rests  on  a granite  foundation.  The  three-bay  wide  by  seven-bay  deep  dwelling  faces  east  on  Bond  Street. 
The  residence  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  The  rafter  tails  are  exposed,  a common  Craftsman 
detail.  A pedimented  gable  dormer  is  located  on  the  north  elevation  and  south  elevation;  a wall  dormer  that  terminates  in  a 
gable  roof  is  also  featured  on  the  south  elevation.  This  dormer  rises  from  a two-story  bay  window.  All  of  the  dormers  feature 
multi-light-over-one  light  double  hung  sash  windows.  An  interior  brick  chimney  pierces  the  roof  plane  of  the  south  facade. 

The  roof  is  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  The  building  is  clad  with  wood  shingles.  The  principal  elevation  features  a full 
width  wrap-around  porch  that  terminates  in  a hipped  roof.  Slightly  tapered  Doric  columns  support  the  porch  roof.  The  main 
facade  of  the  residence  comprises  a doorway  on  the  north  end  and  two  6/6,  double-hung  sash  windows  to  the  south.  Three 
equally  spaced  windows  are  located  on  the  second  floor.  Window  fenestration  of  the  north  and  south  elevations  are 
asymmetrical.  A one-story,  two-bay  garage  is  located  to  the  north  of  the  dwelling.  The  garage  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof. 

The  Charles  T.  Crocker  Jr.  House  located  at  120  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #319)  was  constructed  in  1911.  The  large  Colonial 
Revival  mansion  set  on  a steeply  sloping  lot  encompassing  several  acres  was  historically  known  as  “Applewild”.  The  central 
portion  of  the  2-'/2  story  hipped  roof  house  is  flanked  by  2 Vi  story  hipped  roof  wings  that  project  from  the  central  mass.  A one- 
story  full  width  porch  in  turn  flanks  each  wing.  The  entrance  is  centrally  located  on  the  symmetrical  facade.  Windows  are 
either  single  double  hung  windows  or  triple  double  hung  windows  with  transoms.  Hipped  roof  and  gable  dormers  project  from 
the  large  roofs. 

The  one-and-one-half  story  brick  Colonial  Revival  located  at  8 Crescent  Heights  is  in  good  condition.  The  building  constructed 
between  1914  and  1917  adopts  an  irregular  plan  and  rests  on  a poured  concrete  foundation.  A soldier  course  of  brick  divides 
the  brick  walls  from  the  foundation.  This  three-by-two-bay  dwelling  faces  north.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  a side  gable  roof 
sheathed  with  slate.  A three-bay  shed  roofed  dormer  is  located  on  the  south  elevation.  The  dormer  is  clad  with  vinyl  siding.  A 
brick  chimney  pierces  the  south  roof  plane  and  one  exterior-end  brick  chimney  is  located  on  the  west  elevation.  The  principal 
elevation  is  marked  by  a centrally  located  portico,  which  terminates  in  an  arched  roof  sheathed  with  copper.  Fluted  Doric 
columns  support  the  roof  of  the  portico.  Entrance  to  the  dwelling  is  through  a single  door  marked  by  a simple  wood  surround. 
Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  6/1,  double-hung  sash.  The  window  openings  are  marked  by  a brick  sill  and  lintel.  The 
windows  are  paired  on  the  first  floor.  A one-story,  three-bay  projection  is  located  on  the  west  elevation  of  the  building.  The 
vinyl  clad  walls  of  this  bay  rise  to  terminate  in  a flat  roof.  In  addition,  a one-story,  three  bay  projection  is  located  on  the  east 
elevation  of  the  building.  This  brick  bay  is  recessed  slightly  from  the  main  facade  and  terminates  in  a flat  roof.  Exposed  rafter 
tails  are  visible. 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  cont’d 

This  two-and-one-half  story  side  gable  Colonial  Revival  at  33  Haskell  Street  was  constructed  between  1926-1927.  The 
building  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  a rectangular  plan  on  a masonry  block  foundation.  The  five-bay  wide  by  two-bay 
deep  dwelling  faces  south  on  Haskell  Street.  The  residence  sits  on  a hill  and  is  set  back  from  the  road.  The  dwelling  terminates 
in  a side  gable  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  A single  gabled  dormer  is  centrally  located  on  the  principal  elevation.  Two 
exterior  end  chimneys  are  located  on  the  side  elevations.  A brick  arch  caps  each  chimney.  The  building  is  clad  with  vinyl 
siding.  The  principal  entranceway  to  the  building  is  centrally  located  on  the  elevation.  The  door  opening  is  protected  by  a 
gable  roof  supported  by  brackets.  Two,  6/6,  double  hung  sash  windows  are  located  to  either  side  of  the  door  opening.  The  rest 
of  the  windows  of  the  dwelling  are  regularly  spaced,  6/6,  double-hung  sash.  A one-and-one-half  story  addition  is  located  on  the 
west  elevation.  This  two-bay  block  terminates  in  a gambrel  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  Two,  shed  roof  dormers  are 
located  on  the  principal  elevation.  A one-story  porch  is  located  on  the  east  elevation.  The  porch  terminates  in  a shed  roof  A 
one-story  garage  is  located  to  the  south  of  the  residence.  This  poured  concrete  structure  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed 
with  asphalt  shingles. 

This  one-and-one-half  story  Craftsman  at  27  Haskell  Street  constructed  in  1927  adopts  a rectangular  plan  and  rests  on  a 
masonry  foundation.  The  two-bay  wide  by  five-bay  deep  dwelling  faces  south  on  Haskell  Street.  The  house  terminates  in  a 
side  gable  roof,  broken  by  a centrally  located  shed  dormer  on  the  principal  facade,  a common  Craftsman  detail.  The  dormer 
features  two  pairs  of  6/1,  double-hung  sash  windows.  An  interior  brick  chimney  pierces  the  roof  plane  of  the  north  facade.  The 
roof  is  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  The  building  is  clad  with  wood  shingles.  The  principal  elevation  features  a full  width 
porch  that  terminates  in  a shed  roof  extension  of  the  gable.  Wood  posts  that  rest  on  an  enclosed  balustrade  support  the  roof 
The  porch  protects  the  principal  entrance  and  paired  6/1  windows.  The  window  fenestration  of  the  west  elevation  is 
asymmetrical.  Both  single  and  paired  6/1  windows  are  located  on  the  first  and  second  floors  of  this  elevation.  The  windows  on 
the  first  floor  are  of  smaller  scale  than  the  second  floor.  A one-story,  one-bay  garage  is  located  to  the  north  of  the  dwelling. 
The  garage  is  constructed  of  masonry  block  and  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt. 

HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  cont’d 

22  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #302)  was  built  ca  1797  north  of  the  Common  and  is  the  oldest  home  in  the  Prospect  Hill  Area.  The 
Colonial  residence  was  the  home  of  Reverend  Sam  Worcester,  pastor  of  the  First  Parish  Church.  Later  owners  include  Enoch 
Caldwell  (ca  1870);  George  P Grant  Jr.,  treasurer  Grant’s  Yarn  Co.  (1908-1910);  and  the  Honorable  M Fred  O’Connell,  an 
attorney  & one  time  Mayor  of  Fitchburg. 

In  1844  a railroad  line  from  Boston  reached  Fitchburg.  The  rail  line  was  extended  to  the  West  in  1874  upon  completion  of  the 
Hoosac  Tunnel.  The  access  through  to  Albany  provided  access  to  the  West  for  the  port  of  Boston  and  a way  for  raw  materials 
from  the  west  to  reach  the  manufacturing  centers  on  the  East  Coast.  The  railroad  brought  rapid  growth,  prosperity  and 
industrial  expansion  to  Fitchburg.  The  location  of  the  railroad  depot  in  the  older  part  of  the  city  at  the  corner  of  Water  & Main 
Street  resulted  in  increased  commercial  and  industrial  development  along  Main  Street. 
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HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  cont’d 

The  area  around  the  Common  developed  as  a residential  neighborhood  of  Federal  and  Greek  Revival  residences  in  the  early  nineteenth 
century.  To  the  west  of  the  relocated  Town  Hall  are  some  of  the  remaining  examples  of  the  Commons  residential  history.  910.  914. 
918.  924  Main  Street  (MHC  #223)  are  Greek  Revival  brick  row  houses  built  cal  840-50.  The  four  units  bordered  the  south  of  the 
Common.  Along  the  north  detached  single  family  homes  ringed  the  Common.  One  remaining  residence  is  1 Prospect  Street  (MHC 
#297).  Built  in  1846  the  dwelling  was  the  residence  of  James  Hartwell. 

Residential  development  around  the  Common  soon  spread  north  along  Mechanic  Street,  a mail  road  to  the  northeast.  In  1850 
approximately  ten  homes  were  located  along  Mechanic  and  only  three  or  four  houses  were  located  on  nearby  Prospect  Street,  mainly 
near  the  beginning  of  the  road  near  the  First  Congregational  Church.  Dwellings  built  along  Mechanic  Street  1800-1850  were 
constructed  in  the  Federal  and  Greek  Revival  styles.  Although  the  predominate  building  material  was  brick  with  granite  lintels  at  the 
doors  and  windows  some  examples  of  wood  framed  Federal  and  Greek  Revival  dwellings  were  built. 

The  David  Merriam  House  (MHC  #261)  at  30  Mechanic  Street  is  a wood  framed  Greek  Revival  residence  built  ca  1845.  The  owner 
David  Merriam  was  a lawyer  and  in  1857  served  as  the  Mayor  of  Fitchburg.  The  house  was  originally  located  on  the  opposite  side  of 
Mechanic  Street  and  was  moved  in  the  20'*’  century  to  its  present  site.  Early  extant  Federal  Style  residences  are:  32  Mechanic  Street 
(MHC  #262)  ca  1815,  33  Mechanic  Street  (MHC  #263)  1810-30,  45  Mechanic  Street  (MHC  #267)  ca  1800,  9 Chesnut  Street  (MHC 
#359)  ca  1820,  and  6 Park  Street  (MHC  #252)  ca  1820. 

The  Federal  residence  at  36  Chestnut  Street  (MHC  #364)  was  built  ca  1830.  In  1867  it  became  the  residence  of  Samuel  and  Nancy 
Adams,  their  daughter  Martha  and  nine-year-old  son  S.  Herbert.  The  family  moved  to  Fitchburg  in  1863  so  Samuel  Adams  could  work 
at  the  Putnam  Machine  Company.  S Herbert  Adams  was  to  become  a significant  contributor  to  American  sculpture  and  art  not  only 
through  his  own  sculptural  works  but  as  a president  and  member  of  numerous  art  organizations  and  as  a teacher  at  the  Pratt  Institute 
and  the  Veltin  School  in  New  York  City.  Working  in  the  Beaux-Arts  tradition  Adams  collaborated  with  friend  and  landscape  architect 
Charles  Platt  to  design  two  World  War  I memorial  monuments.  The  first  was  dedicated  in  1926  in  Winchester,  Massachusetts,  the 
second  the  World  War  I Memorial  (MHC  #904)  was  donated  on  November  12,  1928  in  Fitchburg  and  sits  on  the  Upper  Common. 

Also  on  the  Upper  Common  is  Adams’  fountain  Les  Gamins  or  ‘Boys  Playing  with  Turtles’  (MHC  #902).  Constructed  in  1888  and 
dedicated  the  next  year,  the  fountain  is  one  of  his  earliest  public  works  and  was  commissioned  by  Rodney  Wallace,  Henry  A Willis, 
and  James  Phillips  Jr  for  presentation  to  the  City. 

In  1872  when  Fitchburg  was  incorporated  as  a city  there  were  11,  260  residents  in  Fitchburg,  more  than  double  the  1850  population  of 
5,160.  Between  1851-1870  the  Prospect  Hill  area  rapidly  developed  as  a residential  neighborhood.  Single-family  residences  were 
predominately  located  on  Mechanic  and  Prospect  Streets.  The  large  dwellings  were  typically  done  in  the  Greek  Revival,  Italianate,  and 
Second  Empire  styles.  Brick  and  wood  frame  examples  of  these  styles  were  utilized  for  the  single-family  buildings.  Local  materials 
like  slate  and  granite  were  quarried  from  the  surrounding  hills  to  be  utilized  in  dwellings.  Extant  dwellings  of  this  period  include:  ^ 
Mechanic  Street  (MHC  #268)  1855-1860,  90  Mechanic  Street  (MHC  #282)  ca  1840,  38  School  Street  (MHC  #352)  ca  1840,  and  53 
Prospect  Street  (MHC  #310)  1851-1853.  The  Eastlake  Victorian  built  at  53  Mechanic  Street  (MHC  #270)  ca  1875  is  of  special 
architectural  note. 
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One  of  Fitchburg’s  prosperous  families  that  built  large  residences  on  Prospect  Street  was  the  Wallace  family.  The  Wallace 
family  patriarch  was  Rodney  Wallace,  a paper  manufacturer  and  owner  of  the  Fitchburg  Paper  Co.  Fire  and  floods  destroyed 
several  of  the  paper  mill’s  buildings;  one  extant  building  where  Fitchburg  Paper  Company  produced  book,  card  and  glazing 
papers  was  constructed  in  1887  near  Depot  and  River  Streets  (MHC  #508).  Rodney  Wallace  was  “a  selectman  for  the  City  in 
the  years  1864,  1865,  and  1867;  he  served  as  Representative  from  the  area  in  the  General  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  and  was  a member  of  the  United  States  Congress  from  1889-1891.”*  In  addition  to  his  public  service,  Wallace 
used  his  wealth  to  improve  Fitchburg’s  cultural  landscape.  He  gifted  the  City  with  the  1885  public  library  on  Main  Street,  the 
“Boys  with  Turtles”  (MHC  #902)  fountain  in  the  Upper  Common,  and  Wallace  Wav  (MHC  #921),  near  the  entrance  to 
Fitchburg  High  School. 

Built  in  1864  Rodney  Wallace’s  Second  Empire  residence  at  65  Prospect  (MHC  #312),  was  later  remodeled  by  HM  Francis  ca. 

1905.  His  son,  George  Rodney  Wallace  built  his  Gothic  Revival  home  in  1852  at  53  Prospect  (MHC  #310).  Known  as  the 
Vickery  Cottage,  the  Gothic  Revival  cottage  has  the  distinguishing  verge  board  trim  so  typical  of  the  style.  In  the  1970s 
Vickery  Cottage  was  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Barbara  Crocker,  the  widow  of  Bigelow  Crocker. 

George  Rodney  Wallace  also  lived  at  56  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #31 1)  in  a Queen  Anne  home  built  circa  1887.  The  dwelling 
later  became  the  residence  of  George  Rodney  Wallace  Jr.  George  Wallace  donated  the  youth  library  in  1950  and  his  son 
donated  the  1967  library  building  across  from  Monument  Park.  George  Rodney  Wallace  Jr.  donated  to  the  Burbank  Hospital 
and  gave  the  City  a Civic  Center,  Planetarium,  and  Skating  Rink.  The  Wallace  foundation  continues  to  provide  funding  to 
Fitchburg’s  cultural  institutions. 

Herbert  Ingalls  Wallace’s  home  was  off  of  Prospect  Street  at  52  School  Street.  Built  ca  1870  as  a two-story  Queen  Anne,  the  house 
was  later  raised  and  a new  first  floor  added  between  1880-1894.  Wallace  was  the  proprietor  of  the  family  business,  the  Fitchburg 
Paper  Co.  By  1914  the  house  had  become  the  residence  of  James  Chalmes,  pastor  of  the  Calvinistic  Congregational  Church. 

Most  of  the  buildings  on  Prospect  View  and  Mechanic  Streets  built  between  1870-1915  were  architect  designed.  The  architect  for 
many  of  these  homes  for  Fitchburg’s  wealthy  industrialists  was  Henry  Martyn  (HM)  Francis.  Born  in  Lunenburg,  Massachusetts  in 
1836,  Francis  was  educated  at  Lawrence  Academy.  He  learned  the  architectural  trade  as  an  apprentice  in  the  firms  of  Alexander  R 
Estey  in  Framingham,  Massachusetts,  George  Meacham  in  Boston,  and  George  Harding  in  Portland,  Maine.  Francis  began  practicing 
in  Fitchburg  in  1868.  He  was  responsible  for  the  design  of  the  Henry  Allison  House  at  37  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #306)  ca  1870,  the 
Emmons  Crocker  House  at  82  Mechanic  Street  (MHC  #279)  ca  1880,  the  Alfred  A.  Marshall  House  at  3 1 Prospect  Street  (MHC  #305) 
ca  1880,  the  George  Wallace  Residence  at  56  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #31 1)  ca  1887,  Bean  House  10  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #299) 

1896,  the  Herbert  E Jennison  House  at  60  View  Street  (MHC  #329)  ca  1900,  and  the  Crocker  Stables  at  117  Mechanic  Street  (MHC 
#291),  ca  1904.  Besides  residential  projects  he  also  designed  many  of  Eitchburg’s  churches,  schools  and  commercial  buildings. 

The  Henry  Allison  House  at  37  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #C-306)  was  built  in  1870.  Henry  Allison  was  the  president  of  Safety  Fund 
National  Bank  at  470  Main  Street  (MHC  #D-418).  The  bank  originally  located  near  the  upper  common  was  chartered  in  1874,  ^ one  of 
“eight  banks  founded  in  Fitchburg  between  1832  and  1888.”^ 


' Ruth  Penka,  Fitchburg’s  Golden  Age:  Industry  & Philanthropy  1863-1923  (Fitchburg:  [Fitchburg  Historical  Society],  1995)  p.4. 
^ Ibid,  p.22. 

Mbid,  p.21. 
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Other  architect-designed  homes  on  Prospect  Hill  were  120  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #319)  1911  by  James  Purdon,  86  View  Street  (MHC 
#332)  1925  also  by  James  Purdon,  98  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #317)  1943-1999  by  Carl  Koch,  Wevman  Crocker  Residence  on  Flat 
Rock  Road  (MHC  #326)  1929  by  Edgar  & Verna  Cook  Salomansky,  and  39-41  Mechanic  Street  (MHC  #265)  1906  by  Oscar  Thayer. 

The  Bullock  Residence  at  30  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #304)  was  built  in  1890  for  Brigham  N Bullock.  Bacon  & Huber  Architects  of 
Toledo,  Ohio  designed  the  Queen  Anne  residence.  Bullock  was  president  of  Fitchburg  National  Bank  and  Treasurer  of  the  Fitchburg 
Savings  Bank.  The  house  has  remained  in  the  family  and  is  currently  owned  by  Nancy  Bullock.  Fitchburg  National  Bank  was  the 
oldest  Bank  in  Fitchburg  founded  in  1832.  Fitchburg  Savings  Bank  was  founded  in  1846  and  is  still  operating  within  the  City  in  offices 
built  ca  1962  at  780  Main  Street  (MHC  #211). 

From  1870-1895  Fitchburg  was  at  the  height  of  its  industrial  and  population  expansion.  The  City’s  population  nearly  tripled  from 
1872  to  31,258  in  1900.  Residential  development  in  Fitchburg  was  primarily  occurring  in  neighborhoods  on  the  hillsides  north  and 
south  Main  Street.  On  Prospect  Hill  residential  development  along  Mechanic  & Prospect  Streets  expanded.  Victorian  residences  of 
some  of  Fitchburg’s  prominent  businessmen  and  their  families  stretched  along  Mechanic  from  the  Common  north  to  Nichols  Street. 
Prospect  Street  saw  the  greater  share  of  development  of  the  two  streets  as  expansion  up  the  hillside  became  both  necessary  and 
desirable  for  the  scenic  views  the  hillside  afforded  of  the  river  valley  below.  Fitchburg’s  businesses  were  prospering  and  their  owners 
prospered  as  well.  Fitchburg’s  businesses  also  provided  the  materials  for  these  large  fashionable  homes. 

The  new  buildings  were  typically  done  in  the  Queen  Anne  style,  although  other  Victorian  styles,  i.e.,  the  Stick  Style  and  Shingle  Style, 
were  used  in  the  neighborhood.  The  Queen  Anne  style  was  popularized  throughout  the  country  by  the  expanding  railroad.  The  railroads 
shipped  mass-produced  pre-cut  detailing  to  local  lumberyards  from  distant  mills.  The  efficiency  of  mass  production  of  machined 
building  details  led  to  the  increased  affordability  of  these  decorative  building  elements  that  facilitated  the  popularity  of  the  style.  The 
use  of  small  dimension  lumber  and  advent  of  balloon  framing  made  building  construction  cheaper  and  more  rapid.  Fitchburg’s  steam 
driven  sawmills,  like  the  WA  Garno  Saw  & Planing  Mill  at  Lunenburg  & East  Streets  locally  produced  wood  building  products.  Other 
local  materials  like  slate  and  granite  were  quarried  from  the  surrounding  hills  to  be  utilized  in  new  dwellings.  Other  factories  produced 
machined  nails  and  household  furnishings.  The  availability  of  inexpensive  skilled  immigrant  labor  also  contributed  to  the  building 
explosion.  Russians  and  Finns  quarried  granite  from  Rollstone  Hill  for  use  in  foundations  and  Italian  immigrants  were  employed  in  the 
building  trades  as  plasters,  painters,  and  carpenters. 

Un-like  most  homes  of  this  era  in  Fitchburg,  these  large  homes  would  not  be  converted  to  multifamily  use  as  the  need  for  housing 
continued  to  grow  in  the  last  decades  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Instead  as  the  homes  were  vacated  by  upwardly  mobile  members  of 
Fitchburg’s  wealthy  industrial  families,  they  were  purchased  by  successful  middleclass  businessmen  and  immigrants.  The  economic 
prosperity  in  Fitchburg  ca  1900  led  to  the  increase  in  wealth  of  workers  and  middle  management  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing 
industries.  The  Queen  Anne  at  107  Mechanic  Street  (MHC  #286)  was  the  residence  of  Edward  S Crocker.  Built  ca  1890  the  house 
was  altered  by  renovations  designed  by  HM  Francis.  The  house  was  later  the  home  of  Samuel  Saari,  a contractor  and  prominent 
member  of  the  Finnish  Community.  Saari  would  be  responsible  for  the  development  of  many  triple-deckers  that  would  be  developed 
ca  1910  on  upper  Mechanic  Street  and  Elm  Street.  The  residence  was  later  converted  to  use  as  the  Kaleva  Koti  Club  for  Fitchburg’s 
Finnish  Community. 
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HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  cont’d 

In  1926  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Kaleva,  a national  fraternal  organization  of  Finns,  bought  the  Edward  Crocker  Estate  at  107 
Mechanic  Street  from  Samuel  Saari.  The  Fitchburg  chapter,  founded  in  1908,  perpetuated  Finnish  language  and  culture  within  the  City. 
The  Kaleva  society  opened  a grocery  store  at  181  Mechanic  street  ca  1906.^ 

Upper  Mechanics  Street  served  as  the  commercial  center  of  the  Finnish  District.  147  Mechanic  Street  was  in  1917  a branch  store  of 
the  United  Cooperative  Society,  then  known  as  Into  Grocery  Company.  ’ At  151  Mechanic  Street,  the  Willard  A Lowe 
(Superintendent  of  Cemeteries)  House  served  as  the  parsonage  for  the  Lutheran  Church  next  door.  Elm  and  Lowe  Passway  was  the 
location  of  a co-operative  gas  station  auto  repair  shop  and  taxi  service.  72  Mechanic  was  around  the  turn  of  the  century  the  residence 
of  Alexander  Heissons  the  proprietor  of  the  Kaleva  Society’s  grocery  at  1818  Mechanic  Street.  137  Mechanic  Street  was  a steam  bath 
operated  by  Heissons’  brother  Edward. 

After  the  turn  of  the  century,  the  large  lots  of  the  early  estates  were  divided  to  accommodate  the  increased  need  for  middle  class 
housing,  due  to  the  rising  wealth  and  prosperity  of  Fitchburg’s  small  business  owners  and  managers  in  Fitchburg’s 
manufacturing  industries.  Ca.  1900  the  WA  Davis  estate  on  View  and  Bond  Street  was  divided.  52  Bond  Street  (MHC  # ) the 
Queen  Anne  home  of  Horace  F Gove,  proprietor  of  HF  Gove  Insurance  Agency  and  62  Bond  Street  (MHC  # ),  the  Queen 
Anne  home  of  Albion  W Downe,  a clerk  at  Parkhill  Manufacturing  Co.  were  built  on  lots  formerly  part  of  the  Davis  Estate. 

Located  off  Bond  Street  were  the  developments  on  Crescent  Heights  and  Haskell  Street.  Crescent  Heights  was  developed  for 
middle  class  housing  1900-1930,  predominately  for  members  of  the  CO  Swanson  family  and  employees  of  the  Swanson  family 
business  Swanson  Baking  Co.  CO  Swanson,  a Swedish  immigrant,  and  his  wife,  Lilly  lived  1925-1962  at  8 Crescent  Heights 
(MHC  #286).  30  Crescent  Heights  (MHC  # ) built  ca  1920  was  the  home  of  William  B Fraas,  a manager  at  the  bakery  and  his 
wife  Lilly  (Swanson)  Fraas.  7 Crescent  Heights  (MHC  # ) built  1930-1931  was  the  residence  of  Laurence  G Hobbs,  a sales 
manager  at  the  bakery. 

Haskell  Street  was  developed  ca  1926.  Early  residents  included  Donald  Crocker,  a member  of  the  paper  making  family  at  33 
Haskell  Street  (MHC  # ),  and  employees  of  the  Crocker  and  Wallace  families:  Gunnar  L Boring,  a butler  at  George  A 
Wallace’s  residence  at  96  Prospect,  lived  1927-1960s  at  27  Haskell  Street  (MHC  # ) and  Frank  J Toomey,  a chauffeur  for 
Charles  T and  Helen  Crocker  at  their  house  at  87  Bond  Street  lived  at  40  Haskell  Street  from  1924-1936(MHC  # ). 

After  1930,  industrial  growth  slowed  and  the  downtown  began  to  decline  as  economic  growth  shifted  to  the  western  United  States  and 
middle  class  residents  continued  to  move  to  the  suburban  neighborhoods.  Fitchburg’s  population  growth  slowed  dramatically  between 
1915-1940,  increasing  by  only  2,000  overall.* *  The  advent  of  the  car  and  the  increased  affordability  of  car  ownership  aided  the 
movement  to  the  suburbs.  Unlike  other  neighborhoods  that  were  abandoned  during  suburban  flight.  Prospect  Hill  remained  a 
fashionable  location  to  reside.  Descendants  of  the  nineteenth  century  industrialists  continued  to  live  on  Prospect  and  the  surrounding 
streets.  They  built  more  modest  homes  on  newly  developed  streets  like  Donald  Crocker  did  at  33  Haskell  Street  between  1926- 
1927(MHC  # ).  Or  they  built  more  fashionable  homes  in  the  Classical  or  Colonial  Revival  styles  on  the  sites  of  older  dwellings  that 
were  moved  or  demolished  to  accommodate  the  new  construction. 


^ Ruth  Penka,  Fitchburg’s  Golden  Age:  Industry  & Philanthropy  1863-1923  (Fitchburg:  [Fitchburg  Historical  Society],  1995)  p.9. 
^ Ibid,  p.8. 

* Reconnaissance  Surx’ey  Report  for  Fitchburg,  ([Boston]:  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission,  1984). 
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HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  cont’d 

“Rosemont”  the  1917  Colonial  Revival  at  84  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #314)  replaced  the  1871  George  A Torrey  Mansion.  The  mansion 
was  sold  to  Charles  Thomas  Crocker  and  moved  to  87  Bond  Street  in  1916.  It  was  later  demolished.  Alvah  Crocker’s  daughter  Mrs. 
Willard  B Soper  to  accommodate  a new  Georgian  Revival  residence  at  149  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #321)  demolished  his  1895  Shingle 
style  mansion  “The  Knoll”  in  the  1950’s. 

Other  dwellings  removed  from  Prospect  Street  include  the  ca  1870  Horace  Wood  House  on  Flat  Rock  Road  (MHC  # 324)  moved  ca 
1910;  91  View  Street  (MHC  # 333)  built  in  1890  and  moved  ca  1910  from  Prospect  Street;  and  81  View  Street  (MHC  #331)  built  ca 
1854  at  75  Prospect  was  moved  in  1889  to  the  corner  of  View  and  Prospect  Streets,  then  moved  again  ca  1910  to  its  present  site  to 
accommodate  the  construction  of  “Applewild”  at  120  Prospect  Street  (MHC  # 319).  The  Edward  Atkinson  Cottage  at  81  View  Street 
was  built  by  the  owner  Atkinson  Wilson  Painters.  The  Reverend  William  P Tilden  of  the  Unitarian  Church  occupied  the  house  from 
1855-1862. 

In  the  middle  of  the  twentieth  century  some  of  the  large  homes  of  the  wealthy  families  were  converted  to  institutional  uses  as  their 
enormous  size  became  unmanageable  for  their  elderly  owners  and  undesirable  to  their  heirs  who  lived  in  more  modest  and  modern 
homes.  The  Applewild  School,  a private  school,  is  housed  in  the  former  residence  of  Charles  T Crocker  Jr.,  and  his  wife.  Fay  Bigelow 
Crocker.  The  Crockers  married  in  1892  and  resided  at  120  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #319)  until  1955/6  when  it  was  converted  to  a 
school.  The  house  was  opened  by  the  Crockers  as  a theatre  until  Mrs.  Crocker  and  Helen  Stratton  founded  the  Stratton  Playhouse  on 
Wallace  Avenue.  The  Crockers  also  opened  their  home  during  the  “flu  epidemic  of  1918  as  an  emergency  hospital  treating  236 
patients.”  ^The  architect,  J.  Radford  Abbot,  did  the  1956  renovations.  The  Applewild  School  also  has  utilized  other  neighboring 
properties,  as  the  schools  has  increased  in  size:  145  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #320),  the  Eugene  J Porter  residence;  39  Flat  Rock  Road 
(MHC  #),  the  former  faculty  residence  for  the  Applewild  School,  and  54  View  Street  (MHC  #328),  the  John  G Faxon  Residence.  In 
1999  the  Applewild  School  demolished  Screwball  Terrace  built  ca  1943  at  98  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #317),  the  former  residence  of 
George  Rodney  Wallace  Jr,  to  build  a new  classroom  building. 

The  second  half  of  the  twentieth  century  has  seen  little  changes  to  the  Prospect  Hill  Area.  Few  dwellings  have  been  divided  into  multi- 
family units,  primarily  in  the  area  of  Chestnut,  School  and  Arlington  Streets  and  on  Mechanic  Street.  The  area  is  still  largely  a 
residential  area  with  institutional  occupancies  in  the  area  of  the  intersection  of  View  and  Prospect  Street  and  near  the  Common.  New 
uses  have  resulted  in  the  alteration  of  historic  features  of  extant  buildings  or  demolition  of  historic  properties. 

The  quantity  and  quality  of  the  remaining  buildings  is  remarkably  good.  Many  single-family  buildings  have  retained  their  original  slate 
roofs,  windows,  detailing,  and  exterior  siding.  The  neighborhood  retains  the  mix  of  upper  middle  class  mansions  and  modest  single- 
family homes. 


^ Ruth  Penka,  Fitchburg’s  Golden  Age:  Industry  (ft  Philanthropy  1863-1923  (Fitchburg:  [Fitchburg  Historical  Society],  1995)  p.8. 


V 


1 


K 


m 


' tii 


"H  - 'i 


:in 


I '-T-.i-^  h^.  Ht^  * 

:\  • »_  ■ ^- \ 


‘f^  A i 


■ ^ ‘ ^''  - ?fe  !--0- 

~ ^ MV-r.:.-.'  ' f»  't- 

-"•5'V 

■ t'ii  ^ ■•  - 


g3at  ^ I*  f ■'- ' 

-fc  fr--V..  ^ ‘:^u  „ 

^'  - ^ .fi  j **‘^  H'  ^ 


y . 


. »Mmp»  ‘ # W ^»-  . & 


3^ 


r 


INVENTORY  FORM  CONTINUATION  SHEET 


Fitchburg 


Prospect  Hill 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Area(s)  Form  No. 


C,Q 


252-368, 

2099-2112 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Kirkpatrick,  Doris.  Around  the  World  in  Fitchburg.  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  1975. 
Kirkpatrick,  Doris.  The  City  and  the  River.  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  1971. 

Penka,  Ruth.  Fitchburg’s  Golden  Age:  Industry  & Philanthropy  1863-1923.  Fitchburg:  [Fitchburg  Historical  Society],  1995. 


AREA  DATA  SHEET 
PROSPECT  HILL  AREA 
FITCHBURG  MASSACHUSETTS 


Date 

1946 

cl  850 

cl  887 

o 

00 

00 

o 

cl  901 

1820s 

o 

CM 

00 

o 

cl  890s 

cl  860 

cl  940 

ca  1 900 

1895-1910 

1840s 

CO 

o 

CM 

00 

1830s 

cl  890s 

cl  830s 

cl  840s 

cl  850s 

1870s 

cl  890s 

1930-1931 

1914-1917 

r-- 

LO 

00 

CO 

o 

1914-1919 

ca  1 920s 

o 

00 

o 

> 

E 

o 

LL 

Cape  Cod 

Vernacular 

Oueen  Anne 

Oueen  Anne 

Col.  Revival 

Cape  Cod 

Federal 

Oueen  Anne 

Second  Empire 

Cotswold  Cottage 

Queen  Anne 

Queen  Anne 

Federal 

Federal 

Federal/Gk  Revival 

Victorian 

Federal 

Greek  Revival 

Gk  Rev./ltal 

Second  Empire 

Colonial  Revival 

Colonial  Revival 

Greek  Revival 

Queen  Anne 

Tudor 

Colonial  Revival 

Address 

Arlington  Street 

Arlington  Street 

Arlington  Street 

Arlington  Street 

Arlington  Street 

Arlington  Street 

Arlington  Street 

Arlington  Street 

Arlington  Street 

Bond  Street 

Bond  Street 

Bond  Street 

Chestnut  Street 

Chestnut  Street 

Chestnut  Street 

Chestnut  Street 

Chestnut  Street 

Chestnut  Street 

Chestnut  Street 

Chestnut  Street 

Chestnut  Street 

Crescent  Heights 

Crescent  Heights 

Crescent  Heights 

Crescent  Heights 

Crescent  Heights 

Flat  Rock  Road 

o 

in 

00 

C\J 

LO 

CO 

24-26  1/2 

28-34 

47 

52 

62 

CO 

C7) 

00 

30 

36 

CM 

00 

Tl* 

13-15 

19-21 

N. 

00 

(y> 

LO 

CM 

30 

CO 

Resource/Historic  Name 

Carl  H Hedstrom 

Charles  F Baker  House 

Ma(r)y  E Holgate 

Nathaniel  S Clifford  ^ 

Horace  F Grove  House 

Albion  W Downe  House 

S.  Herbert  Adams 

Lawrwnce  G Hobbs  House 

Gerald  C Page  House 

George  P Hildreth  House 

Ralph  E Wood  House 

William  A Fraas  & Lilly  Swanson  Fraas  House 

Assessor’s  # 

3851 

3852 

3800 

3799 

3853 

3798 

3785 

3759 

3760 

10904 

10940 

10941 

3764 

CO 

CD 

CO 

3768 

3786 

3787 

3788 

3789 

3762 

3761 

3755 

3744 

3414 

10005 

3413 

MHC# 

334 

335 

336 

337 

338 

339 

342 

340 

341 

367 

2099 

2100 

00 

lO 

CO 

359 

361 

363 

364 

365 

366 

360 

362 

2101 

2102 

2103 

2104 

2105 

CM 

CO 

) 


Note:  Only  selected  surveyed  properties  within  this  area  are  listed  here. 
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‘Note:  Only  selected  surveyed  properties  within  this  area  are  listed  here. 
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Note;  Only  selected  surveyed  properties  within  this  area  are  listed  here. 
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Note:  Only  selected  surveyed  properties  within  this  area  are  listed  here. 
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Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
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Area(s)  Form  No. 
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National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply; 

O Individually  eligible  □ Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 

r~l  Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  ^ Potential  historic  district 


Criteria:  l^A  DB  I^CDD 

Criteria  Considerations:  nA[II|B[IIlC[I]D[I]E[II|F  CHG 

Statement  of  Significance  by Julie  Ann  Larry,  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects.  LLC 

The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

This  area  meets  the  criteria  for  listing  as  an  historic  district  on  the  National  Register  as  an  example  of  early 
nineteenth  to  mid  twentieth  century  residential  architecture.  The  area  contains  buildings  in  the  Greek  Revival, 
Italianate,  Second  Empire,  Queen  Anne,  and  Colonial  Revival  styles.  It  contains  predominately  single-family 
dwellings.  The  Prospect  Hill  area  possesses  many  dwellings  with  a high  degree  of  integrity  of  design,  setting, 
materials,  and  workmanship.  In  addition,  the  area  possesses  historical  associations  with  major  industrial  and 
commercial  figures  such  as  the  members  of  Crocker  and  Wallace  families.  The  area  is  also  significant  as  an 
example  of  development  patterns  with  in  Fitchburg.  The  prominent  families  earliest  members  first  built  solid 
brick  Greek  Revival  homes  along  Mechanic  Street,  then  succeeding  generations  built  large  homes  on  the  slope 
overlooking  the  Nashua  River  valley.  The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River 
and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  unlike  other  Fitchburg  neighborhood  remain  fairly  intact.  Subdivision  of  the  estates 
for  modest  single-family  housing  has  occurred  only  to  the  west  along  Bond  Street.  The  northeastern  section  of 
the  area  was  inhabited  and  developed  by  the  Finnish  immigrant  community.  More  prominent  members  of  the 
immigrant  community,  like  Samuel  Saari,  purchased  the  early  homes  on  Mechanic  Street  from  members  of  the 
wealthier  families  now  residing  on  Prospect  Hill.  Exact  boundaries  of  a potential  National  Register  District 
within  this  area  remains  to  be  determined. 
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Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Prospect  Hill 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2  ” x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month  /year)  April  2000 


Address  52  Bond  St 

Historic  Name  Horace  F.  Grove  House 

Uses:  Present  Single-Family  Residential 

Original  Single-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  ca.  1900 
Source  City  Directories 

Style/Form  Queen  Anne 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Vinyl  SidingAVood  Shingles 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Two  car  wood  frame  garage 

Major  Alterations  (wiV/i  dates) 

Vinyl  Siding.  Date  unknown. 


Condition  Good 
Moved  S no  CH  yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a sloping  site  approximately  20  feet  from  the  street.  A 
drive  to  the  south  of  the  house  leads  to  the  garage  at  the  rear. 


Follow  Massachu.'  Historical  Commission  Sun’cy  Manual  instruction.'  - completing  this  form. 


BUILDING  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  featured  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-story  Queen  Anne  adopts  a rectangular  plan  and  rests  on  a granite  foundation.  The  three-bay  wide  by  four-bay  deep 
dwelling  faces  east  on  Bond  Street.  The  residence  terminates  in  a pedimented  front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  The  gable 
end  is  clad  with  wood  shingles  and  features  a single  6/6,  double  hung  sash  window  with  fanlight.  A pedimented  gable  dormer 
is  located  on  the  south  elevation.  This  dormer  rises  from  a two-story  bay  window.  The  dormer  features  multi-light-over-one 
light  double-hung  sash  windows.  The  building  is  clad  with  vinyl  siding.  The  principal  elevation  features  a full  width  wrap- 
around porch  that  terminates  in  a hipped  roof.  Turned  wooden  columns  and  scrolled  wood  brackets  support  the  porch  roof. 

The  main  fagade  of  the  residence  comprises  a doorway  on  the  north  end  and  a bay  window  featuring  2/2  double  hung  sash 
windows.  Two  equally  spaced  windows  are  located  on  the  second  floor.  Window  fenestration  of  the  north  and  south  elevations 
are  asymmetrical.  A two-story  bay  window  is  located  on  the  north  elevation.  A one-story,  two-bay  garage  is  located  to  the  south 
of  the  dwelling.  The  garage  terminates  in  a gable  roof.  The  property  is  a well  maintained  example  of  modest  Queen  Anne  home 
in  a neighborhood  of  large  nineteenth  century  mansions 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  E.xplain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

In  1895  the  land  occupied  by  52  - 80  Bond  Street  was  part  of  the  W.  A.  Davis  estate,  upon  which  the  house  now  known  as  71  View  Street 
(MHC  330)  was  situated.  Nearby  Prospect  Street  was  the  fashionable  neighborhood  of  the  1860s- 1880s,  where  doctors,  lawyers,  and 
businessmen  erected  large  stylish  mansions.  The  large  lots  and  residences  of  Fitchburg’s  upperclass  in  the  desirable  neighborhood 
surrounding  Prospect  Street  were  divided  in  the  early  twentieth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased,  due  to 
the  increasing  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries. 

The  Davis  estate  was  subdivided  ca.  1900  and  construction  of  houses  began  shortly  after  that  time.  In  1900  Horace  F.  Gove  moved  from  24 
Arlington  to  the  house  at  52  Bond  Street.  Gove,  the  proprietor  of  H.F.  Gove  insurance  Co.  and  a constable  auctioneer  lived  in  the  house  with 
his  wife  Myrtie  and  their  daughter  Gertrude  L until  the  1940s. 

The  subsequent  owners  of  52  Bond  Street  were  Albert  Neal  and  his  wife  Florence.  Neal  was  the  vice  president  and  general  manager  of 
Fitchburg  Gas  & Electric  Light  Co.  After  Mr.  Neal’s  death  in  the  1970s,  Florence  continued  to  reside  in  the  house  until  the  1980s. 

The  current  owners  are  Stephen  M.  and  Carol  J.  Joly. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


n Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  fortn. 


Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 


Area  C,  Q Form  2100 

62  Bond  Street 


I 


FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


10941 


C,Q 


2100 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Prospect  Hill 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3"  or  3-1/2  ’’  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordiantor 

Date  {month  / year)  April  2000 


Address  62  Bond  Street 
Historic  Name  Albion  W.  Downe  House 
Uses:  Present  Single-Family  Residential 

Original  Single-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  1895-1910 
Source  1895  Atlas  & City  Directories 
Style/Form  Queen  Anne 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboards 
Roof  Asphalt  Shingles 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 
Two  car  garage  at  the  rear  of  the  house 
Major  Alterations  {with  dates) 


Condition  Good 
Moved  ^ no  CH  yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

The  house  is  located  on  a steeply  sloping  sight  in  a suburban 
setting.  There  are  evergreen  and  deciduous  trees  scattered  about 
the  property  and  a garage  is  located  near  the  northwest  corner  of 
the  house. 


Follow  Massachus  ' Historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  'completing  this  form. 


BUILDING  FORM 


C,Q  ^lOO 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-story  Queen  Anne  with  Craftsman  influences  adopts  a rectangular  plan  and  rests  on  a granite  foundation.  The  three-bay  wide  by 
seven-bay  deep  dwelling  faces  east  on  Bond  Street.  The  residence  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  The  rafter  tails 
are  exposed,  a common  Craftsman  detail.  A pedimented  gable  dormer  is  located  on  the  north  elevation  and  south  elevation;  a wall  dormer 
that  terminates  in  a gable  roof  is  also  featured  on  the  south  elevation.  This  dormer  rises  from  a two-story  bay  window.  All  of  the  dormers 
feature  multi-light-over-one  light  double  hung  sash  windows.  An  interior  brick  chimney  pierces  the  roof  plane  of  the  south  fa9ade.  The  roof 
is  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  The  building  is  clad  with  wood  shingles.  The  principal  elevation  features  a full  width  wrap-around  porch 
that  terminates  in  a hipped  roof.  Slightly  tapered  doric  columns  support  the  porch  roof.  The  main  fa9ade  of  the  residence  comprises  a 
doorway  on  the  north  end  and  two  6/6,  double-hung  sash  windows  to  the  south.  Three  equally  spaced  windows  are  located  on  the  second 
floor.  Window  fenestration  of  the  north  and  south  elevations  are  asymmetrical.  A one-story,  two-bay  garage  is  located  to  the  north  of  the 
dwelling.  The  garage  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof.  The  property  is  a well  maintained  example  of  modest  Queen  Anne  home  in  a 
neighborhood  of  large  nineteenth  century  mansions 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

In  1895  the  land  occupied  by  52  - 80  Bond  Street  was  part  of  the  W.  A.  Davis  estate,  upon  which  the  house  now  known  as  71  View  Street 
(MHC  # 330)  was  situated.  Nearby  Prospect  Street  was  the  fashionable  neighborhood  of  the  1860s- 1880s,  where  doctors,  lawyers,  and 
businessmen  erected  large  stylish  mansions.  The  large  lots  and  residences  of  Fitchburg’s  upperclass  in  the  desirable  neighborhood 
surrounding  Prospect  Street  were  divided  in  the  early  twentieth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased,  due  to 
the  increasing  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries. 

The  Davis  estate  was  subdivided  ca.  1900  and  construction  of  houses  began  shortly  after  that  time.  The  first  known  resident  of  62  Bond 
Street  was  Albion  W.  Downe,  a clerk  at  the  textiles  producing  Parkhill  Manufacturing  Company.  Prior  to  moving  to  62  Bond  Street  in  1910, 
Downe  and  his  family  lived  downhill  from  their  new  home  in  an  earlier  more  modest  residence  at  the  corner  of  Bond  and  Arlington  Streets. 

In  the  1920s  the  house  became  the  residence  of  Thomas  H.  Echfeldt,  Jr,  a self-employed  insurance  agent.  Along  with  his  wife  Ruth  and  their 
son  Thomas  H.  Ill,  Thomas  H.  Echfeldt,  Jr,  lived  in  the  house  until  the  1940s.  In  the  1940s  H.A.  Cockroft,  an  agent  at  the  Rollstone  Worsted 
Mills  and  his  wife  Esther  B moved  to  62  Bond  Street.  They  lived  there  until  the  1960s  when  the  house  became  the  home  of  John  B.  Wilson 
and  his  wife  Roberta.  John  B.  Wilson,  like  Echfeldt,  was  employed  in  the  insurance  business  and  was  treasurer  of  Charles  F.  Wilson  Inc.,  a 
general  insurance  agency. 

The  current  owners  are  David  D.  & Lisa  M.  Sandrelli. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 

Massachusetts  Archives  Building  Town  Fitchburg 


220  Morrissey  Boulevard  {neighborhood  or  village)  Prospect  Hiii 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  X 5 ” black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Address  7 Crescent  Heights 

Historic  Name  Lawrence  G.  Hobbs  House 

Uses:  Present  Single-Family  Residential 

Original  Single-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  1930/1931 
Source  City  Directories 

Style/Form  Colonial  Revival 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 


Sketch  Map 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects.  LLC 


Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Foundation  Masonry 
Wall/Trim  Aluminum  Siding 

Roof  Asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Two  bay  wood  frame  garage 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 

Condition  Good 
Moved  S no  CH  yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a large  elevated  corner  lot.  The  house  is  set  back  from  the 
street  approximately  40  feet.  A stone  retaining  wall  separates  the 
lot  from  the  sidewalk. 


Date  (month /year)  April  2000 


Follow  Massachus 
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istorical  Commission  Sur\>ey  Manual  instructions 


■'  '.completing  this  form. 


BUILDING  FORM 


C,Q  ^0/ 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  one-and-one-half  story  Colonial  Revival  house  located  at  7 Crescent  Heights  is  in  good  condition.  The  building  adopts  a 
rectangular  plan  and  rests  on  a masonry  foundation.  This  three-by-two-bay  dwelling  faces  south.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  a gambrel  roof 
sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  A three-bay  shed  roofed  dormer  is  located  on  the  south  elevation.  A brick  chimney  pierces  the  north  roof 
plane  and  one  exterior-end  brick  chimney  is  located  on  the  east  elevation.  The  dwelling  is  clad  with  aluminum  siding.  The  principal  elevation 
is  marked  by  a centrally  located  portico,  which  terminates  in  a gable  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  The  roof  of  the  portico  is  supported 
by  paired  slender  Doric  columns,  which  rest  on  a masonry  foundation.  Entrance  to  the  dwelling  is  through  a single  door,  marked  by  a 
sunburst  and  sidelights.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  6/6,  double-hung  sash.  The  windows  are  paired  on  the  first  floor;  a window  of 
smaller  scale  than  the  others  is  centrally  located  on  the  second  floor  above  the  front  door.  A one-story,  one  bay  projection  is  located  on  the 
east  elevation  of  the  building.  This  bay  is  recessed  slightly  from  the  main  facade  and  terminates  in  a flat  roof.  The  property  is  a small 
Colonial  Revival  and  part  of  a street  of  Colonial/Classical  Revivals  on  the  edge  of  a neighborhood  of  large  nineteenth  century 
mansions. 

HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  ^ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

In  1860  Bond  Street  was  constructed  extending  from  Goddard  Street  to  Arlington  Street.  In  an  1882  Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Eitchburg,  Bond 
Street  is  shown  extending  as  far  as  View  Street,  with  most  residences  concentrated  near  the  intersection  of  Bond  and  Arlington  Streets. 

Nearby  Prospect  Street  was  the  fashionable  neighborhood  of  the  1860s- 1880s,  where  doctors,  lawyers,  and  businessmen  erected  large  stylish 
mansions.  The  large  lots  and  residences  of  Eitchburg’s  upperclass  in  the  desirable  neighborhood  surrounding  Prospect  Street  were  divided  in 
the  early  twentieth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased,  due  to  the  increasing  wealth  of  prosperous 
businessmen  and  their  families  in  Eitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries. 

In  1914  Crescent  Heights  was  laid  out.  The  lot  now  known  as  7 Crescent  Heights  was  occupied  in  1922  by  a large  three-story  home 
designated  28  Bond  Street.’  28  Bond  Street  was  built  ca.  1915  and  in  1916  became  the  residence  of  the  Rev.  James  Chalmers,  Superintendent 
of  Schools  and  pastor  of  the  Calvinistic  Congregational  Church.  In  1918  28  Bond  Street  was  vacant  as  Rev.  Chalmers  had  removed  to 
Eramingham.^  28  Bond  remained  vacant  until  1931. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Eitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Eitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Eitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

“Swanson  Bakery’’  in  the  Industry  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


' Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 
^ Fitchburg  City  Directories,  ( N.p.,  1918) 
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INVENTORY  FORM  CONTINUATION  SHEET 

FITCHBURG  7 CRESCENT  HEIGHTS 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  Area(s)  Form  No. 

Massachusetts  Archives  Building  

C,Q  2101 

220  Morrissey  Boulevard  

Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


In  1931  7 Crescent  Heights  was  built.'  The  first  residents  were  Laurence  G.  Hobbs,  a clerk  and  sales  manager  at  Swanson  Baking  Co., 
and  his  wife  Elna  D.  Hobbs.  Hobbs  began  working  as  the  Sales  Manager  of  the  Swanson  Baking  Co.  in  1929  when  Charles  O. 
Swanson  founded  the  company.^  Charles  O.  Swanson  and  his  wife  Lilly  lived  at  8 Crescent  Heights  from  1925- 1960s.  In  addition  the 
Manager  of  the  Swanson  Baking  Co.  and  son  in  law  to  C.  O.  Swanson,  William  H.  B.  Fraas  was  the  Hobbs’  neighbor  at  30  Crescent 
Heights  from  1925- 1970s. 

Subsequent  owners  of  7 Crescent  Heights  include:  Vern  L Patenaude,  1940s- 1960s;  William  Barr  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Barr 
1960s- 1980s;  and  Frederick  A.  Lucies,  the  current  owner. 


' Fitchburg  City  Directories,  ( N.p.,  1930-1932) 

^ Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Industry  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 
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Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 


Area  C,  Q Form  2102 

8 Crescent  Heights 


FORM  B - BUILDING 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


3774 
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2102 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Prospect  Hill 


Photograph 

(3"  X 3”  or  3-1/2"  x 5"  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC. 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Address  8 Crescent  Heights 

Historic  Name  Gerald  C.  Page  House 

Uses:  Present  Single-Family  Residential 

Original  Single-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  1914-1917 
Source  City  Directories 

Style/F  orm  Colonial  Revival 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Concrete 

Wall/Trim  Brick/Vinyl  Siding 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Two  bay  brick/stucco  garage 

Major  Alterations  (w/r/z  dates) 


Condition  Good 
Moved  K no  EH  yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  an  elevated  corner  lot  approximately  15  feet  from  the  road. 
A stone  retaining  wall  topped  by  a hedgerow  separates  the  lot 
from  the  street. 


Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 


Follow  Massachus'  ' Historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  ’■  completing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  one-and-one-half  story  brick  Colonial  Revival  located  at  8 Crescent  Heights  is  in  good  condition.  The  building  adopts  an 
irregular  plan  and  rests  on  a poured  concrete  foundation.  A soldier  course  of  brick  divides  the  brick  walls  from  the  foundation.  This  three-by- 
two-bay  dwelling  faces  north.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  a side  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  A three-bay  shed  roofed  dormer  is  located  on 
the  south  elevation.  The  dormer  is  clad  with  vinyl  siding.  A brick  chimney  pierces  the  south  roof  plane  and  one  exterior-end  brick  chimney  is 
located  on  the  west  elevation.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a centrally  located  portico,  which  terminates  in  an  arched  roof  sheathed 
with  copper.  Fluted  Doric  columns  support  the  roof  of  the  portico.  Entrance  to  the  dwelling  is  through  a single  door  marked  by  a simple 
wood  surround.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  6/1,  double-hung  sash.  The  window  openings  are  marked  by  a brick  sill  and  lintel. 

The  windows  are  paired  on  the  first  floor.  A one-story,  three-bay  projection  is  located  on  the  west  elevation  of  the  building.  The  vinyl  clad 
walls  of  this  bay  rise  to  terminate  in  a flat  roof.  In  addition,  a one-story,  three  bay  projection  is  located  on  the  east  elevation  of  the  building. 
This  brick  bay  is  recessed  slightly  from  the  main  facade  and  terminates  in  a flat  roof  Exposed  rafter  tails  are  visible.  The  property  is  a 
small  Colonial  Revival  and  part  of  a street  of  Colonial/Classical  Revivals  on  the  edge  of  a neighborhood  of  large  ninetieth 
century  mansions. 

HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

Nearby  Prospect  Street  was  the  fashionable  neighborhood  of  the  1860s- 1880s,  where  doctors,  lawyers,  and  businessmen  erected  large  stylish 
mansions.  The  large  lots  and  residences  of  Fitchburg’s  upperclass  in  the  desirable  neighborhood  surrounding  Prospect  Street  were  divided  in 
the  early  twentieth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased,  due  to  the  increasing  wealth  of  prosperous 
businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries. 

In  1914  Crescent  Heights  was  laid  out.  In  1917  the  first  listing  for  8 Crescent  Heights,  Gerald  C Page,  a commercial  traveler,  was  the  resident. 
The  next  year  George  H Lombard,  also  a commercial  traveler,  took  up  residency  at  8 Crescent  Heights. 

In  1925  Charles  O Swanson  and  his  wife  Lilly  M.  began  residing  in  the  house.  Swanson,  the  president  of  the  Massachusetts  Baking  Co. 
founded  Swanson  Baking  Co.  in  1929,  makers  of  Swanson  Town  Talk  Bread,  with  a bakery  at  River  & Kimball  Streets.  Swanson,  a Swedish 
immigrant,  worked  in  the  bakery  business  for  35  years.  The  Swanson  Baking  Company  employed  many  family  members,  including  his  son 
Carl  W,  vice-president;  Carl  W.’s  son,  Charles  O.  Swanson  Jr;  son-in-law  William  H.B.  Fraas,  Manager;  and  cousin  Knute  Cedarholm, 
production  engineer. 

The  Swanson’s  belonged  to  the  Swedish  Luthern  Church,  and  C.O.  Swanson  was  instrumental  in  the  formation  of  the  Rotary  Club.  C.O. 
Swanson  died  in  1930,  his  widow,  lived  in  the  house  until  her  death  in  1969.  Their  daughter  Lilly  Swanson  married  W.B.  Fraas  and  lived 
nearby  at  30  Crescent  Heights.  Lawrence  G.  Hobbs,  Swanson’s  sales  manager,  also  resided  on  Crescent  Heights. 

Subsequent  residents  of  8 Crescent  Heights  include;  Frank  Weinstein,  1970s;  Charles  Pappas,  1980s;  and  Kathleen  E.  Barnicoat,  the  present 
owner. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 


Roll  Negative(s) 
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Address  19  Crescent  Heights 

Historic  Name  Geo.  P.  Hildreth  House 

Uses:  Present  Single-Family  Residential 

Original  Single-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  ca.  1857 
Source  City  Directories 

Style/F  orm  Greek  Revival 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 


Foundation  Concrete 


Sketch  Map 
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Wall/Trim  Asbestos  Shingle 

Roof  Asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

1 car  rusticated  concrete  block  garage 


Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 
Replacement  siding  (unknown) 
Synthetic  roofing  (unknown) 


Condition 

Moved  n no  ^ yes  Date  cl9i4 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting 

Set  on  an  elevated  lot  approximately  10  feet  above  and  20  feet 
from  the  sidewalk.  A concrete  retaining  wall  faces  the  sidewalk. 
A granite  retaining  wall  faces  the  deiveway  to  the  east. 


Date  {month /year)  April  2000 


Follow  Massachusei  Historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  F " completing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  one-and-one-half  story  Colonial  Revival  located  at  19  Crescent  Heights  exhibits  Greek  Revival  influences.  The 
building  adopts  a rectangular  plan  and  rests  on  a poured  concrete  foundation.  This  three-by-two-bay  dwelling  faces  south.  The 
dwelling  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt.  An  exaggerated  cornice  marks  the  eave  and  cornice  returns  are 
located  on  the  facade.  A brick  chimney  pierces  the  west  roof  plane.  The  walls  of  the  dwelling  are  clad  with  asbestos  shingles. 
Entrance  to  the  dwelling  is  through  a single  door  accessed  by  concrete  steps  leading  from  the  street.  The  doorway  features  a 
wood  surround  exhibiting  a broken  triangular  wood  pediment  supported  by  fluted  pilasters.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling 
are  6/6,  double-hung  sash.  The  window  openings  are  marked  by  a wood  sill  and  lintel.  19  Crescent  Heights  is  a small  Greek 
Revival  with  Colonial  Revival  influences  and  part  of  a street  of  Colonial/Classical  Revivals  on  the  edge  of  a neighborhood  of 
large  ninetieth  century  mansions.  In  addition,  the  property  represents  an  early  home  moved  and  altered  to  accommodate 
development  of  small  residences. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

George  P Hildreth,  a carpenter,  began  living  in  a house  near  Chestnut  in  1857.  The  house  was  oriented  with  its  gable  end  facing  south  and 
was  attached  to  a large  barn  to  the  northwest  corner.  Hildreth  lived  in  the  house  from  1857-1873  and  from  1887-1913.  The  house  was  later 
numbered  20  Bond  Street.  In  1860  Bond  Street  was  constructed  extending  from  Goddard  Street  to  Arlington  Street.  In  an  1882  Bird’s  Eye 
View  of  Fitchburg,  Bond  Street  is  shown  extending  as  far  as  View  Street,  with  most  residences  concentrated  near  the  intersection  of  Bond  and 
Arlington  Streets. 

Nearby  Prospect  Street  was  the  fashionable  neighborhood  of  the  1860s- 1880s,  where  doctors,  lawyers,  and  businessmen  erected  large  stylish 
mansions.  The  large  lots  and  residences  of  Fitchburg’s  upperclass  in  the  desirable  neighborhood  surrounding  Prospect  Street  were  divided  in 
the  early  twentieth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased,  due  to  the  increasing  wealth  of  prosperous 
businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries. 

19  Crescent  Heights  was  moved  from  its  original  location  on  20  Bond  Street  to  its  present  location  in  ca.  1914.  In  1914  the  house  became  the 
home  of  Fred  E Chase,  a foreman  at  Iver  Johnson  Arms  & Cycle  Works.  Chase  lived  in  the  house  until  1917.  In  1919  the  house  was  occupied 
by  the  Levi  A Stacey  family.  The  Stacey  family  included:  Levi,  a driver,  Ralph,  a chauffer,  Beatrice  and  Mildred,  clerks  at  Goodnow  Pearson 
Dry  goods. 

Frederick  L Wallace,  president  of  Gilchrest-Wallace  Co.,  and  his  wife  Bertha  occupied  the  house  by  1925.  Gilchrest-  Wallace  Co.  distributed 
Studebaker  Motor  Cars.  The  Wallaces  lived  at  19  Crescent  Heights  until  the  1940s.  Subsequent  owners  include  Arthur  & Catherine 
Wilkinson,  Allison  & Marilyn  Haskell,  Robert  Bellefeville,  and  Madeline  L.  Bonanno,  the  current  owner. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


10005 


C,Q 


2104 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Prospect  Hill 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3"  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdin  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 


Roll  Negative(s) 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 


Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Address  25  Crescent  Heights 

Historic  Name  Ralph  E.  Wood  House 

Uses:  Present  Single-Family  Residential 

Original  Single-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  1914-1919 
Source  City  Directories 

Style/Form  Queen  Anne 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Masonry 
Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboards 
Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Wood  frame  garage 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 


Condition  Good 

Moved  S no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a gently  sloping  site  approximately  15  feet  from  the  street. 


Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 


Follow  Massachus  '.Historical  Commission  Survev  Manual  instructions 


'^ornpleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  dwelling  located  at  25  Crescent  Heights  is  a two-story  Queen  Anne.  This  wood-frame  building  adopts  a 
rectangular  plan  and  rests  on  a masonry  foundation.  The  three-bay  wide  by  two-bay  deep  dwelling  faces  south.  The  house 
terminates  in  a side  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  An  intersecting  gable  is  centrally  located  on  the  primary  elevation.  Two,  1/1, 
double-hung  sash  windows  are  located  in  the  gable.  The  building  is  clad  with  wood  clapboards.  The  principal  elevation  is 
marked  by  a one-story,  wrap-around  porch  that  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed  with  slate;  a pedimented  gable  is  located 
over  the  entranceway.  The  porch  roof  is  supported  by  slender  Doric  columns,  which  rest  on  a wood  deck.  The  railing  features 
turned  balusters.  The  porch  is  reached  by  a short  flight  of  brick  steps.  Access  to  the  building  is  gained  through  a single  door 
marked  by  a simple  wood  surround.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  1/1,  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate  a wood  sill 
and  lintel.  A two-car  garage  is  located  to  the  north  of  the  dwelling.  This  wood-frame  structure  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof. 
Two  overhead  track  doors  are  located  on  the  south  elevation.  21  Crescent  Street  is  a small  Tudor  Revival  and  part  of  a street  of 
Colonial/Classical  Revivals  on  the  edge  of  a neighborhood  of  large  ninetieth  century  mansions. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

Nearby  Prospect  Street  was  the  fashionable  neighborhood  of  the  1860s- 1880s,  where  doctors,  lawyers,  and  businessmen  erected 
large  stylish  mansions.  The  large  lots  and  residences  of  Fitchburg’s  upperclass  in  the  desirable  neighborhood  surrounding 
Prospect  Street  were  divided  in  the  early  twentieth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased,  due  to 
the  increasing  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries. 

In  1914  Crescent  Heights  was  laid  out.  Ralph  E.  Wood,  a bookkeeper  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  lived  at  25 
Crescent  Heights  from  1919  until  1924.  In  1924  Charles  N.  Amiott,  a supervisor  of  athletics  for  the  Fitchburg  public  schools, 
and  his  wife  Anna  began  residing  in  the  house.  They  lived  there  until  the  1930s  when  the  house  was  occupied  by  Andrew 
Haskell.  In  the  1940s  Hollis  P.  Thacher  and  his  wife  Susan  lived  at  25  Crescent  Heights.  The  Thacher’s  lived  in  the  house  until 
the  late  1970s.  In  1980s  the  house  was  owned  by  Jeff  George,  a city  planner.  The  current  owner  is  Tomlin  P.  Coggshall. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Eitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston;  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  fonn. 
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Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 


Area  C,  Q Form  2105 

30  Crescent  Heights 


FORM  B - BUILDING 

MASSACPiUSETTS  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


3413 

C,Q 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Prospect  Hill 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 


Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Address  30  Crescent  Heights 

Historic  Name  William  A Fraas  & Lilly  Swanson 

House 

Uses:  Present  Single-Family  Residential 

Original  Single-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  ca.  1920 
Source  City  Directories 

Style/Form  Tudor 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Masonry 

Wall/Trim  Vinyl  Siding 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Wood  frame  garage 

Major  Alterations  (wt7/t  dates) 


Condition  Good 
Moved  S no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a steeply  sloping  site  approximately  10  feet  from  the  road. 


Date  (month  /year)  April  2000 


Follow  Massachu.'  ' Historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  " - completing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  two-story  Colonial  Revival  house  located  at  30  Crescent  Heights  exhibits  Tudor  influences.  The  building  adopts  a 
rectangular  plan  and  rests  on  a masonry  foundation.  This  five-by-two-bay  dwelling  faces  north.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  a 
steeply  pitched  side  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  An  asymmetrical  front  gable,  very  common  to  the  Tudor  style  is  centrally 
located  on  the  north  elevation.  A brick  chimney  pierces  the  ridge.  The  residence  is  clad  with  vinyl  siding.  The  principal 
elevation  is  marked  by  a centrally  located  portico,  which  terminates  in  a gable  roof  supported  by  turned  columns.  Windows 
throughout  the  dwelling  are  6/6,  double-hung  sash.  A two-bay  screened  breezeway  on  the  west  end  of  the  principal  elevation 
leads  to  a two-car  garage.  This  wood  frame  structure  is  clad  with  vinyl  siding  and  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed  with 
slate.  The  property  is  a small  Folk  Victorian  part  of  a street  of  Colonial /Classical  Revivals  on  the  edge  of  a 
neighborhood  of  large  ninetieth  century  mansions. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

Nearby  Prospect  Street  was  the  fashionable  neighborhood  of  the  1860s- 1880s,  where  doctors,  lawyers,  and  businessmen  erected 
large  stylish  mansions.  The  large  lots  and  residences  of  Fitchburg’s  upperclass  in  the  desirable  neighborhood  surrounding 
Prospect  Street  were  divided  in  the  early  twentieth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased,  due  to 
the  increasing  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries. 

In  1914  Crescent  Heights  was  laid  out.  C.O.  Swanson,  a Swedish  immigrant  and  was  the  president  of  Swanson  Baking  Co., 
makers  of  Swanson  Town  Talk  Bread,  lived  at  8 Crescent  Heights.  Lilly  Swanson,  daughter  of  Charles  O.  and  Lilly  Swanson, 
married  William.B.  Fraas.  Fraas  was  a manager  at  the  wholesale  bakery.  C.O.  Swanson  gave  the  lot  at  30  Crescent  to  his 
daughter  as  a wedding  present.' 

Subsequent  residents  of  30  Crescent  Heights  were  Roland  Fournier  Jr,  1980s;  and  Eric  L.  & Gayle  M.  Cote,  the  present  owners. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Industry  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 
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Area  C,  Q Form  2106 
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Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


FORM  B - BUILDING 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3"  or  3-1/2  ” x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  {month /year)  April  2000 


10016 


C,Q 


2106 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Prospect  Hill 


Address  27  Haskell  St 

Historic  Name  Gunthar  L.  Boring  House 

Uses:  Present  Single-Family  Residential 

Original  Single-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  1927 
Source  City  Directories 

Style/Form  Craftsman 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Masonry 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Shingles 

Roof  Asphalt  Shingles 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

One  bay  wood  frame  garage 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 


Condition  Good 
Moved  ^ no  O yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a tiered  lot  approximately  35  feet  from  the  road.  A drive  to 
the  west  of  the  house  leads  to  a garage. 


Follow  Massachus' 


Historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  ''  '-completing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  one-and-one-half  story  Craftsman  adopts  a rectangular  plan  and  rests  on  a masonry  foundation.  The  two-bay  wide  by  five-bay  deep 
dwelling  faces  south  on  Haskell  Street.  The  house  terminates  in  a side  gable  roof,  broken  by  a centrally  located  shed  dormer  on  the  principal 
facade,  a common  Craftsman  detail.  The  dormer  features  two  pairs  of  6/1,  double-hung  sash  windows.  An  interior  brick  chimney  pierces  the 
roof  plane  of  the  north  facade.  The  roof  is  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  The  building  is  clad  with  wood  shingles.  The  principal  elevation 
features  a full  width  porch  that  terminates  in  a shed  roof  extension  of  the  gable.  Wood  posts  that  rest  on  an  enclosed  balustrade  support  the 
roof  The  porch  protects  the  principal  entrance  and  paired  6/1  windows.  The  window  fenestration  of  the  west  elevation  is  asymmetrical. 
Both  single  and  paired  6/1  windows  are  located  on  the  first  and  second  floors  of  this  elevation.  The  windows  on  the  first  floor  are  of  smaller 
scale  than  the  second  floor.  A one-story,  one-bay  garage  is  located  to  the  north  of  the  dwelling.  The  garage  is  constructed  of  masonry  block 
and  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt.  The  property  is  a small  craftsman  part  of  a street  of  modest  early  twentieth 
century  dwellings  on  the  edge  of  a neighborhood  of  large  ninetieth  century  mansions. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

Nearby  Prospect  Street  was  the  fashionable  neighborhood  of  the  1860s- 1880s,  where  doctors,  lawyers,  and  businessmen  erected  large  stylish 
mansions.  The  large  lots  and  residences  of  Fitchburg’s  upperclass  in  the  desirable  neighborhood  surrounding  Prospect  Street  were  divided  in 
the  early  twentieth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased,  due  to  the  increasing  wealth  of  prosperous 
businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries. 

The  first  street  listing  for  Haskell  Street  in  the  City  Directories  occurs  in  1926.  That  year  there  were  no  residents  listed  with  a Haskell  Street 
address.  The  1895  Atlas  of  the  City  of  Fitchburg  depicts  three  unnamed  streets  running  west  from  Bond  parallel  to  Arlington  Street.  The 
southernmost  street  is  now  Crescent  Heights,  the  northernmost  street  is  a private  way,  and  the  central  street  is  now  Haskell  Street. 

The  following  year  in  1927  Gunnar  L Boring  moved  from  58  Arlington  Street  to  27  Haskell  Street.  Boring  was  a butler  at  96  Prospect  Street, 
the  residence  of  Geo.  A Wallace,  son  of  Rodney  Wallace,  a successful  paper  manufacturer.  Boring  died  in  the  early  1930s  and  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Ellen  F Boring  continued  to  reside  in  the  house  until  the  1960s. 

In  the  1960s  the  house  became  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Bertha  J Parshley.  Mrs  Parshley,  the  widow  of  John  Parshley,  resided  in  the  house  until 
the  1980s.  The  current  owners  are  Howard  A & Mary  J.  Burton. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Prospect  Hill 


Photograph 

(3"  X 3"  or  3-1/2"  x 5"  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdni  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  (month /year)  April  2000 


Address  33  Haskell  St 

Historic  Name  Kenneth  H.  Wilson  House 

Uses:  Present  Single-Family  Residential 

Original  Single-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  1926/1927 
Source  City  Directories 

Style/Form  Colonial  Revival 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Masonry  Block 

Wali/Trim  Vinyl  Siding 

Roof  Asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Concrete  block  garage 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 


Condition  Good 
Moved  S no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a steeply,  heavily  landscape  lot  approximately  100  feet 
from  the  street. 


Follow  Massachus  ' Historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  - completing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  side  gable  Colonial  Revival  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  a rectangular  plan  on  a masonry  block  foundation. 
The  five-bay  wide  by  two-bay  deep  dwelling  faces  south  on  Haskell  Street.  The  residence  sits  on  a hill  and  is  set  back  from  the  road.  The 
dwelling  terminates  in  a side  gable  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  A single  gabled  dormer  is  centrally  located  on  the  principal  elevation. 
Two  exterior  end  chimneys  are  located  on  the  side  elevations.  A brick  arch  caps  each  chimney.  The  building  is  clad  with  vinyl  siding.  The 
principal  entranceway  to  the  building  is  centrally  located  on  the  elevation.  The  door  opening  is  protected  by  a gable  roof  supported  by 
brackets.  Two,  6/6,  double  hung  sash  windows  are  located  to  either  side  of  the  door  opening.  The  rest  of  the  windows  of  the  dwelling  are 
regularly  spaced,  6/6,  double-hung  sash.  A one-and-one-half  story  addition  is  located  on  the  west  elevation.  This  two-bay  block  terminates  in 
a gambrel  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  Two,  shed  roof  dormers  are  located  on  the  principal  elevation.  A one-story  porch  is  located  on 
the  east  elevation.  The  porch  terminates  in  a shed  roof  A one-story  garage  is  located  to  the  south  of  the  residence.  This  poured  concrete 
structure  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  33  Haskell  Street  is  a small  Colonial  Revival  part  of  a street  of  modest 
early  twentieth  century  dwellings  on  the  edge  of  a neighborhood  of  large  ninetieth  century  mansions. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

Nearby  Prospect  Street  was  the  fashionable  neighborhood  of  the  1860s- 1880s,  where  doctors,  lawyers,  and  businessmen  erected  large  stylish 
mansions.  The  large  lots  and  residences  of  Fitchburg’s  upper-class  in  the  desirable  neighborhood  surrounding  Prospect  Street  were  divided  in 
the  early  twentieth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased,  due  to  the  increasing  wealth  of  prosperous 
businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries. 

The  first  street  listing  for  Haskell  Street  in  the  City  Directories  occurs  in  1926.  That  year  there  were  no  residents  listed  with  a Haskell  Street 
address.  The  1895  Atlas  of  the  City  of  Fitchburg  depicts  three  unnamed  streets  running  west  from  Bond  parallel  to  Arlington  Street.  The 
southernmost  Street  is  now  Crescent  Heights,  the  northernmost  street  is  a private  way,  and  the  central  street  is  now  Haskell  Street. 

The  following  year  in  1927,  Kenneth  H Wilson  and  his  wife  Lorraine  began  residing  at  33  Haskell  Street.  Wilson  was  vice  president  of 
Charles  F Wilson  Inc.  insurance  agency,  at  470  Main  St.  The  Wilson’s  resided  at  33  Haskell  Street  until  the  1940s  when  the  house  became 
the  residence  of  the  Donald  Crocker  family. 

Donald  Crocker,  a descendant  of  Alvah  Crocker,  is  listed  as  an  employee  of  Crocker  Burbank  & Co  Assn.  He  and  his  wife  Lucilla  H Crocker 
are  the  current  owners.  Crocker  was  later  employed  by  Weyerhaeuser  & Crocker  Technical  Papers  companies.  He  also  served  as  a trustee  for 
many  years  for  the  Burbank  Hospital. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 
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form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Prospect  Hill 


Address  40  Haskell  St 

Historic  Name  Frank  J.  Toomey  House 

Uses:  Present  Single-Family  Residential 

Original  Single-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  ca.  1931 
Source  City  Directories 

Style/Form  Colonial  Revival 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 


Foundation  Concrete 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboards 

Roof  Asphalt  Shingles 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

One  bay  wood  frame  garage 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 


Condition  Good 
Moved  ^ no  EH  yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a sloping  lot  approximately  15  feet  from  the  road.  A split 
rail  fence  follows  the  line  of  the  street. 


Date  (month  /year)  February  2000 


Follow  Massachus^"^  Historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  '■^completing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-story  side  gable  Colonial  Revival  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  a rectangular  plan  on  a poured  concrete  foundation.  This  three- 
bay  wide  and  two-bay  deep  dwelling  faces  northwest.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  a side  gable  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  A brick 
chimney  is  centrally  located  on  the  ridge  of  the  roof.  The  building  is  clad  with  wood  clapboards.  A shed  roof  portico  is  centrally  located  on 
the  facade.  A 6/6,  double-hung  sash  window  is  located  to  each  side.  The  rest  of  the  windows  of  the  dwelling  are  regularly  spaced,  6/6, 
double-hung  sash.  A two-story  gable  end  addition  is  located  on  the  east  elevation.  This  one-bay  by  four-bay  addition  is  flush  with  the 
principal  elevation  of  the  main  block  on  the  first  floor  and  slightly  recessed  on  the  second.  A one-story,  single  car  garage  is  located  to  the  east 
of  the  residence.  This  wood-frame  structure  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt.  The  property  is  a small  Colonial  Revival 
part  of  a street  of  modest  early  twentieth  century  dwellings  on  the  edge  of  a neighborhood  of  large  ninetieth  century  mansions. 

HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

Nearby  Prospect  Street  was  the  fashionable  neighborhood  of  the  1860s- 1880s,  where  doctors,  lawyers,  and  businessmen  erected  large  stylish 
mansions.  The  large  lots  and  residences  of  Fitchburg’s  upperclass  in  the  desirable  neighborhood  surrounding  Prospect  Street  were  divided  in 
the  early  twentieth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased,  due  to  the  increasing  wealth  of  prosperous 
businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries. 

The  first  street  listing  for  Haskell  Street  in  the  City  Directories  occurs  in  1926.  That  year  there  were  no  residents  listed  with  a Haskell  Street 
address.  The  1895  Atlas  of  the  City  of  Fitchburg  depicts  three  unnamed  streets  running  west  from  Bond  parallel  to  Arlington  Street.  The 
southernmost  Street  is  now  Crescent  Heights,  the  northernmost  street  is  a private  way,  and  the  central  street  is  now  Haskell  Street. 

The  house  at  40  Haskell  Street  is  first  listed  in  the  City  Directories  in  1931.  Frank  J Toomey,  a chauffeur,  moved  to  40  Haskell  from  Day 
Street  that  same  year. 

Toomey  was  a World  War  1 veteran.  Born  in  Groton,  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  the  Army  on  May  28,  1917,  in  Fitchburg.  At  the  time  of  his 
enlistment  he  was  a 25  years  old  and  employed  as  a paper  maker.  On  Jan  18,  1918,  he  was  appointed  as  Corporal.  He  served  in  Company  B 
102  Infantry  and  was  wounded  in  the  left  hand  and  forearm,  and  later  exposed  to  mustard  gas.  He  was  discharged  from  the  Army  during  the 
demobilization  in  February  1919.  He  returned  to  Fitchburg  ca.l924.‘ 

Toomey  and  his  wife  Anna  Cecelia  had  a son  Richard.  Toomey  was  a chauffeur  at  87  Bond  Street,  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Helen  Crocker,  and 
the  widow  of  Charles  T Crocker.  Later  in  1935  when  87  Bond  became  vacant,  Toomey  served  as  caretaker  of  the  residence.  In  1936  he 
became  a janitor  for  the  Lucy  Helen  Burbank  Memorial  Hospital.  His  family  then  removed  to  507  Mechanic  Street.  87  Bond  Street  was 
demolished  ca.  1950. 

The  next  residents  of  40  Haskell  Street  were  Fred  E Bailey  and  his  wife  Mrs.  Mildred  D.  Bailey.  Fred  Bailey  was  an  engineer  at  Crocker 
Burbank  &Co  Assn.  After  her  husband’s  death  in  the  1960s  Mrs.  Bailey  remained  in  the  house  until  the  1970s. 

In  the  1970s  the  house  became  the  residence  of  Ernest  A Evancic,  an  engineer  at  Simonds  Saw  & Steel.  The  current  owners  are  John  and 
Sonia  Byron. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  |EI  see  continuation  sheet 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
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Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

Discharge  Record:  Honorable  discharge  from  United  States  Army,  February  12,  1919  Camp  Devons,  MA.  “Frank  Toomey”  in  the 
Biography  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 

Enlistment  Record  May  28,  1917.  “Erank  Toomey”  in  the  Biography  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 
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Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 


Area  C,  Q Form  2109 

173  Mechanic  Street 


Assessor’s  Number 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 

89 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 

Town  Fitchburg 

Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3"  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdni  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  {month  / year)  February  2000 


Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Prospect  Hill 

Address  173  Mechanic  St 

Historic  Name  Jakola  Apartment  Block 

Uses;  Present  Multi-Family  Residential 

Original  Multi-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  1912 
Source  Fitchburg’s  Building  Traditions 

Style/Form  Apartment  Block 

Architect/Builder  Samuel  Saari 

Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite/Brick 

Wail/Trim  Vinyl  Siding 

Roof  Unknown 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

None 


Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 

12  units  to  1 1 units.  Date  unknown. 


Condition  Good 
Moved  S no  O yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a steeply  sloping  site  approximately  20  feet  below 
Mechanic  Street  and  set  back  approximately  5 feet. 


Follow  Massachus  '.^istorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  ^'"^ompleting  this  form. 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

173  Mechanic  Street  is  a six-story  apartment  block  situated  on  a steeply  sloping  site  from  west  to  east.  A twenty-foot  high  granite  retaining 
wall  topped  by  a hurricane  fence  modulates  the  change  in  grade  from  Mechanic  Street  to  the  Elm  Street  properties  at  the  rear  of  the  site. 
173  Mechanic  Street  is  the  largest  of  the  triple-deckers  in  the  Mechanic  and  Elm  Street  area  built  by  Finnish  contractors  to  house  Finnish 
immigrants.  The  property  is  an  excellent  example  of  the  oversized  triple  deckers  built  in  the  Mechanic  & Elm  Street  area  to 
house  Finnish  immigrants  that  retains  a high  degree  of  original  materials  and  details 

Street  level  is  between  the  third  and  fourth  floors.  The  first  floor  is  at  the  basement  level  and  is  partially  below  grade.  The  second  floor  is 
below  the  level  of  the  sidewalk  on  Mechanic  Street.  The  building  is  clad  in  vinyl  siding,  but  maintains  a higher  degree  of  original  features 
relative  to  its  immediate  neighbors.  A flat  roof  and  projecting  cornice  cap  five  stories  of  wood  framing  over  a brick  basement.  There  is  a 
front  and  rear  porch  for  the  upper  five  stories  and  a porch  along  the  rear  of  the  first  story.  The  projecting  arched  roof  of  the  third  floor 
porch  is  supported  by  four  turned  posts  and  shelters  the  short  flight  of  wooden  stairs  leading  from  the  Mechanic  Street  sidewalk  to  the 
second  and  third  floor  porches. 

The  building  faces  west  and  is  eleven  bays  wide  and  seven  bays  deep.  The  rear  bay  of  the  south  elevation  is  a full  width  porch 
encompassed  within  the  main  roof  form.  The  north  elevation  is  staggered,  receding  in  width  from  the  front  to  the  back.  The  projecting  five 
story  front  porch  with  turned  posts  and  balusters  encloses  the  center  three  bays.  The  center  bay  of  the  fourth  floor  porch  is  a door  to  the 
upper  floors,  the  door  is  flanked  by  the  doors  to  either  of  the  fourth  floor  apartments.  The  center  bay  on  the  side  of  the  four  outermost 
window  bays  on  either  side  of  the  front  porch  form  a bay  window.  The  wood  windows  are  double  hung  with  2/2  sash  divisions  and  are 
protected  by  aluminum  storm  windows.  The  wood  doors  have  horizontal  panels  and  a square  glass  panel. 

HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  M see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

Fitchburg’s  Finnish  district  is  bounded  by  Mechanic  Street,  Essex  Street,  Marshall  Street,  and  Academy  Street.  Finnish  immigrants  built 
large  wood  frame  apartment  blocks  and  supported  community  bakeries,  groceries,  cobblers,  dairies  and  other  Finnish  owned  enterprises. 

At  the  heart  of  the  community  were  the  numerous  baths,  several  of  which  are  still  found  in  the  area.  Finns  immigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  vast  numbers  at  the  turn  of  the  century,  seeking  religious  freedom  and  economic  opportunity  from  increasing  Russian  dominance  in 
their  homeland.  In  1900  Fitchburg  had  the  largest  population  of  Finns  outside  of  Helsinki.' 

Located  within  the  Finnish  District  173  Mechanic  Street,  originally  numbered  as  95  Mechanic  Street,  was  built  by  Samuel  Saari,  a Finnish 
contractor,  in  1912.  Saari  and  two  other  Finns,  Mr.’s  Aironen  and  Siipola  financed  the  project.  Saari  built  many  of  the  wood  frame  triple- 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Taylor,  Anthony  R.  Fitchburg  Building  Traditions.  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  n.d. 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
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Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

^ Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 

' Doris  Kirkpatrick,  The  City  and  the  River.{  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  1971). 
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HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  continued 

deckers  on  Mechanic  Street.  Saari  was  a prominent  member  of  the  Finnish  Community  and  resided  nearby  at  107  Mechanic  Street,  the 
former  Edward  S Crocker  residence. 

Jakob  Jakola  and  his  family  of  fourteen  children  lived  next  door  at  101  (the  now  demolished  179)  Mechanic  Street  in  a rented  unit.  In 
1920  Jacob  Jakola  bought  173  Mechanic  Street  for  $12,000.'  Jakola  was  a millwright  at  the  Crocker  Paper  Company.  Jakob’s 
daughter,  Martha  Jakola  became  the  owner  upon  her  father’s  death  and  is  the  current  owner. 

Originally  built  without  hot  water,  tenants  used  the  neighborhood  saunas.  Originally  built  as  twelve  units,  the  original  floor  plans 
featured  a front  parlor,  several  bedrooms  off  a long  corridor,  a kitchen,  and  a rear  porch.  Each  floor  housed  two  units,  and  many 
families  rented  rooms  to  boarders.  The  building  is  currently  1 1 units. 

Between  173  Mechanic  Street  and  the  now  demolished  181  Mechanic  Street  was  a raised  wooden  walkway  known  as  the  bridge.  The 
bridge  provided  an  easy  path  from  Elm  Street  to  Mechanic  Street,  more  than  twenty  feet  above.  The  bridge  also  provided  a means  of 
crossing  Punch  Brook  that  ran  through  the  back  yards  of  the  Mechanic  Street  triple-deckers.  The  bridge  was  later  removed  and  the 
brook  diverted  underground  to  a culvert.  Mechanic  Street  was  raised  15’  to  its  present  height  in  1905  when  the  granite  retaining  wall 
was  built. 
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Anthony  R Taylor,  Fitchburg  Building  Traditions  (Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  n.d.)  p.8. 


ft f 'I': 
* , ^ ■ ?v-  f 


..  t' . 

''  - * t * 

.♦  I ).  -•■■•«•  ;», 

- ' f/'Si»fr-.a*(i)’j|ji#).''< 

^■•.  • U ^ ■'■ 

fniiy;|  « "f 

- ‘■■■‘i  ^Wlf>  ■ 
■■'>  * 4'4^- 


■1^ 


t 


INVENTORY  FORM  CONTINUATION  SHEET 


Fitchburg 


173  Mechanic  Street 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Area(s)  Form  No. 


C,  Q 2109 


1 


i 


K. 


c' 


c 


«• 


c 


I 

c 

i 


INVENTORY  FORM  CONTINUATION  SHEET 


Fitchburg 


173  Mechanic  Street 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  Area(s)  Form  No. 

Massachusetts  Archives  Building  

C,  Q 2109 

220  Morrissey  Boulevard  

Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


I 


) 


) 


^ v»)  1- 

- 


0 

I 


If 

t 


C 


t 


Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 


Area  C,  Q Form  2109 

173  Mechanic  Street 


^ 

A 


^ y: ..  lo^ 


<*-?;fr?2  unfUO^ 

... , 4‘4- 


i 


Fitchburg 


173  Mechanic  Street 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
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Area(s)  Form  No. 
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National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

^ Individually  eligible  O Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
^ Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  Q Potential  historic  district 


Criteria:  I^A  DB  KICDD 

Criteria  Considerations:  0A[I]B[I]C|II|D[I]E[I]F  CHG 


Statement  of  Significance  by  Julie  Anne  Larry.  Turk  Tracey  & Larry.  LLC. 

The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

The  Jakola  Apartment  Block  at  173  Mechanic  Street  is  one  of  the  best  extant  examples  of  apartment  blocks  developed  ca. 
1910  on  Upper  Mechanics  & Elm  Streets  to  house  Fitchburg’s  Finnish  immigrants.  Built  by  Samuel  Saari,  himself  a 
Finnish  immigrant,  the  apartments  have  been  owned  by  a member  of  the  Jakola  family  since  1920.  It  retains  integrity  of 
location,  design,  setting,  materials,  and  workmanship.  The  Jakola  apartments  meet  Criteria  A,  for  its  association  with  the 
Finnish  immigrant  community,  and  Criteria  C,  for  its  unique  response  to  its  site  and  function,  for  individual  listing  on  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places  at  the  local  level. 
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Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


FORM  B - BUILDING 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3"  X 3”  or  3-1/2"  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  {month  /year)  April  2000 


4194 
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2110 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Prospect  Hill 


Address  60  Nichols  St 

Historic  Name  Robert  Robertson  House 

Uses:  Present  Single  Family  Residential 

Original  Single  Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  1920-1930 
Source  City  Directories 

Style/Form  Colonial  Revival 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Concrete 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboards 

Roof  Asphalt  Shingles 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Metal  storage  shed 

Major  Alterations  (vv/r/t  dates) 


Condition  Fair 
Moved  S no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting  Set  back  from  the  street  approximately  25  feet  and 
screened  from  the  road  by  deciduous  trees. 


Follow  Massachuse"'  Historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  ^ - completing  this  form. 


BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  one  story  side  gable  residence  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  a rectangular  plan  on  a concrete  foundation.  This  five-by-three-bay 
dwelling  faces  east.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  a side  gable  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  A centrally  located  pedimented  gable 
projects  from  the  east  elevation.  The  gable  is  decorated  with  a wooden  sunburst  motif  marks  the  principal  entranceway.  A brick  chimney 
pierces  the  south  end  of  the  east  elevation  roof  plane.  The  residence  is  clad  with  wood  clapboards.  The  central  doorway  is  flanked  by  two, 
1/1,  double-hung  sash  replacement  windows.  Simple  wood  surrounds  mark  the  window  openings.  A one-bay  shed  roof  addition  extends  from 
the  rear  of  the  house.  The  property  is  an  example  of  an  early  twentieth  century  dwelling  built  on  the  edge  of  a neighborhood  of 
large  nineteenth  century  mansions. 

A metal  shed  sit  on  the  northern  edge  of  the  property  line. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

Built  between  1920-1930,  60  Nichols  Street  was  in  1930  the  home  of  Robert  Robertson.  Robert  Robertson  lived  in  the  house  until  the  1950s. 
His  wife  occupied  the  house  until  the  1960s  when  the  house  became  the  residence  of  Bernard  A.  Calamare.  The  dwelling  is  an  example  of  ca. 
1920s  construction  of  modest  residential  dwellings  on  the  eastern  slope  of  Prospect  Hill.  The  current  owner  is  John  M.  Dupent. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


□ Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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12  Saari  Parkway 


FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Prospect  Hill 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3"  or  3-1/2  " x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 
Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  (month  /year)  April  2000 


Address  12  Saari  Parkway 

Historic  Name  Saari  Parkway  Boarding  House 


Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residential 

Original  Multi-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  c 1880 
Source  Style 

Style/Form  Second  Empire 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboards 

Roof  Wood  Clapboards 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

3 bay  brick  garage 


Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 


Condition  Good 

Moved  n no  ^ yes  Date  c 1920 

Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting 

Set  on  a steeply  sloped  lot  approximately  35  feet  from  the  road. 
A driveway  is  located  to  the  east  of  the  house. 


Follow  Massachuse 


>pistorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  ^ -.^ompleting  this  form. 


C,Q  i-'' ' 


BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  exterior  of  the  three-story  towered  Second  Empire  at  12  Saari  Parkway  is  in  fair  condition.  The  lot  is  wooded  and  steeply  sloping.  The 
grade  drops  one  story  from  west  to  east  and  a hipped  roof  garage  is  located  to  the  rear  of  the  house  and  is  accessed  via  a driveway  along  the 
east  side  of  the  house. 

The  main  portion  of  the  house  faces  north  and  is  square  in  plan,  with  an  ell  to  the  west.  A one-story  full  width  porch  and  central  tower  project 
on  the  principal  elevation.  Eight  single  classical  columns  and  two  pilasters  on  octagonal  piers  support  the  porch.  The  projecting  porch  cornice 
is  supported  by  modillions  and  broken  by  a central  pediment.  The  tower  is  irregularly  octagonal  in  shape,  short  chamfered  corners  contain 
narrow  double  hung  windows  on  the  first  and  second  floors.  A pair  of  arched  wood  doors  with  large  panes  of  glazing  are  centered  on  the  base 
of  the  tower  as  are  two  2/2  divided  sash  double-hung  windows  on  the  second  floor.  A pair  of  narrow  double-hung  windows  in  a gabled 
dormer  are  centered  on  the  steeply  pitched  slope  of  the  mansard  roof  of  the  tower  that  projects  slightly  above  the  main  roof. 

Three  2/2  divided  sash  double-hung  windows  compile  each  window  bay.  The  house  is  two  window  bays  deep  by  three  bays  wide,  including 
the  ell.  Flat  stock  casing  and  a slightly  projecting  wood  hood  frame  each  window  on  the  first  and  second  floors.  The  third  floor  dormer 
windows  are  gabled  with  brackets  and  wood  shingle  trim.  The  mansard  is  separated  from  the  lower  stories  by  a bracketed  projecting  cornice 
and  wide  band  of  trim  below.  Wide  paneled  wood  corner  boards  are  full  height  and  found  at  each  corner.  The  property  is  an  example  of 
an  early  Victorian  home  converted  to  multi  unit  use  that  retains  a high  degree  of  materials  and  details. 

HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  [El  see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

In  1895  Rindge  Road  (now  Elm  Street)  extended  from  what  is  today  Johnson  Street  to  High  Street.  An  account  of  the  Rindge  Street 
Construction  in  the  Fitchburg  Daily  Sentinel  in  1902  outlines  that  the  street  will  be  extended  by  “two  thirds  of  its  length  from  Academy  Street. 
[The  City]  proposed  to  grade  it  for  use,  but  below  the  required  elevation  and  to  use  it  as  a public  dump  for  the  remaining  fill.”  ‘ The  road 
construction  would  also  include  replacing  the  open  sewer/brook  to  an  enclosed  sewer  and  Punch  Brook  will  be  put  into  a culvert  from 
Academy  to  High  Street.  ^ 

The  first  listing  in  City  Directories  for  Saari  Parkway  is  in  1920.  Saari  Parkway  is  likely  named  for  Samuel  Saari,  a Finnish  contractor,  and 
prominent  member  of  the  Finnish  Community.  Saari  built  many  of  the  wood  frame  triple  deckers  on  Mechanic  Street.  He  resided  nearby  at 
107  Mechanic  Street.  His  residence  was  formerly  numbered  57  Mechanic  Street  and  was  the  Edward  S.  Crocker  residence. 

The  style  and  construction  of  12  Saari  Parkway  clearly  dates  the  house  prior  to  1920.  The  Sanborn  Map  of  1921  shows  12  Saari  Parkway  in 
its  current  location.  Earlier  maps  do  not  show  any  dwellings  in  that  location.  It  is  likely  that  the  house  was  moved  to  its  present  location  and 
converted  for  use  as  a multifamily  residence.  A garage  to  the  rear  of  the  house  has  three  garage  doors  and  is  of  a later  construction  style  and 
material. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REEERENCES  |EI  see  continuation  sheet 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


* Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Subject  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 
^ Ibid. 
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INVENTORY  FORM  CONTINUATION  SHEET 

FITCHBURG  12  SAARI  PARKWAY 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  Area(s)  Form  No. 

Massachusetts  Archives  Building  

C,Q  2111 

220  Morrissey  Boulevard  

Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


In  1920  12  Saari  Parkway  was  occupied  by  three  Finnish  families;  John  Markirinne,  Lauri  Moilanen,  Fiina  Seppe.  During  the  1920s 
and  1940s  Mrs.  Tyyni  M Lehtonen,  rented  rooms  in  the  house.  In  the  1940s  Mrs  VL  Kangas,  rented  rooms  at  12  Saari  Parkway. 
Wiljo  Kangas  is  also  listed  in  City  Directories  as  living  in  the  house  concurrently.  Wiljo  Kangas  remained  living  in  the  building  until 
the  1980s  when  the  building  was  converted  into  five  dwelling  units. ^ Lawrence  Britt  is  the  current  owner  and  the  building  is  currently 
three  dwelling  units. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  cont’d 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston;  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

“Streets”  Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Subject  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical 
Society. 


^ Fitchburg  City  Directories,  ( N.p.,  1980). 
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Community  Property  Address 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 

Area(s)  Form  No. 
C,Q  I21II 


National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

n Individually  eligible  ^ Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
^ Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  Q Potential  historic  district 


Criteria:  ^A  DB  I^CDD 

Criteria  Considerations:  [I]A^B1II|C[Z]D1II|E[II|F  CDG 

Statement  of  Significance  bv  Julie  Ann  Larry.  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects 

The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

Czar  Nicholas  the  II  of  Russia  in  1890  began  to  increase  his  country’s  dominance  over  Finland.  From  1890-1910  Finns 
came  to  the  United  States  to  escape  conscription  in  the  Russian  Army,  to  pursue  religious  freedom,  and  for  economic 
opportunities.  The  Finnish  immigrants  carried  with  them  their  tradition  of  co-operatives,  forming  farming  and  dairy 
cooperatives  as  well  as  a co-operative  grocery,  bakery,  and  gas  station.  Finnish  contractors  like  Samuel  Saari  built 
apartments  to  house  the  immigrants,  and  steam  baths  in  the  area  near  upper  Mechanic  and  Elm  Streets. 

12  Saari  Parkway  is  in  good  condition  and  retains  integrity  of  design,  materials,  and  workmanship.  The  residence  meets 
Criterion  C as  it  embodies  distinctive  elements  of  the  Second  Empire  Style.  Located  in  the  heart  of  the  Finnish  Quarter, 
the  dwelling  served  as  a residence  and  boarding  house  for  Finnish  immigrants.  As  the  Finnish  district  developed,  streets 
were  laid  out  off  Elm  Street,  which  was  extended  ca.  1895-1900.  Like  many  buildings  in  the  Prospect  Hill  area,  the  house 
was  moved  from  its  original  site.  Homes  were  typically  moved  to  newly  created  streets  to  accommodate  new  construction 
on  the  older  streets.  This  house  was  moved  ca  1920  upon  the  extension  of  Northmen  Pass.  The  dwelling  meets  Criteria 
Consideration  B and  Criteria  A for  its  association  with  the  development  of  the  Finnish  Quarter  in  Fitchburg.  The 
building  should  be  included  as  part  of  a Prospect  Hill  National  Register  district  nomination  or  a smaller  Finnish  Quarter 
National  Register  district  nomination. 
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Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 


Area  C,  Q Form  2112 


FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2  " x 5"  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 


Roll  Negative(s) 


Sketch  Map 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 
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Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  {month  /year)  April  2000 


53 


C,Q 


2112 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Prospect  Hill 


Address  13  Saari  Parkway 

Historic  Name  John  E.  Kallio  House 

Uses:  Present  Single-Family  Residential 

Original  Single-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  c 1920 
Source  Style 

Style/Form  Bungalow 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Masonry 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Shingles 

Roof  Asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 


Major  Alterations  {with  dates) 


Condition  Good 
Moved  ^ no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a steeply  sloping  site  approximately  8 feet  from  the  curb. 
The  site  is  heavily  wooded  to  the  west. 


Follow  Massachus^^Historical  Commission  Survey  ^lanual  instructions completing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  one-and-one-half-story  residence  located  at  13  Saari  Parkway  is  in  good  condition.  This  wood-frame  building  adopts  a rectangular  plan 
and  rests  on  a masonry  foundation.  The  two-bay  wide  by  two-bay  deep  dwelling  faces  south.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof 
sheathed  with  asphalt.  Three,  6/6  light,  double-hung  sash  windows  are  grouped  in  the  gable.  A brick  chimney  pierces  the  west  side  roof  plane. 
The  building  is  clad  with  wood  shingles.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story  porch  that  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed 
with  asphalt.  One-bay  on  the  west  end  of  the  porch  is  open;  the  east  end  of  the  porch  is  enclosed.  A single  turned  column  resting  on  a wood 
deck  supports  the  porch  roof.  The  porch  railing  features  turned  balustrades.  The  porch  is  reached  by  a short  flight  of  wood  steps.  A group  of 
three  windows  are  located  within  the  enclosed  porch  bay.  Access  to  the  building  is  gained  through  a single  door  marked  by  a simple  wood 
surround.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  6/6  light,  double-hung  sash  and  are  marked  by  an  unadorned  wood  surround.  A one-bay 
projection  on  the  west  elevation  contains  a secondary  entrance.  This  projection  terminates  in  a shed  roof. 

The  property  is  an  example  of  an  early  twentieth  century  modest  single  family  dwelling  built  on  the  edge  of  a neighborhood  of 
large  nineteenth  century  mansions. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

In  1895  Rindge  Street  (now  Elm  Street)  extended  from  what  is  today  Johnson  Street  to  High  Street. 

An  account  of  the  Rindge  Street  Construction  in  the  Fitchburg  Daily  Sentinel  in  1902  outlines  that  the  street  will  be  extended  by  “two  thirds  of 
its  length  from  Academy  Street.  [The  City]  proposed  to  grade  it  for  use,  but  below  the  required  elevation  and  to  use  it  as  a public  dump  for  the 
remaining  fill.”  ' The  road  construction  would  also  include  replacing  the  open  sewer/brook  to  an  enclosed  sewer  and  Punch  Brook  will  be  put 
into  a culvert  from  Academy  to  High  Street.  ^ 

The  first  listing  in  City  Directories  for  Saari  Parkway  is  in  1920.  Saari  Parkway  is  likely  named  for  Samuel  Saari,  a Finnish  contractor,  and 
prominent  member  of  the  Finnish  Community.  Saari  built  many  of  the  wood  frame  triple  deckers  on  Mechanic  Street.  He  resided  nearby  at 
107  Mechanic  Street.  His  residence  was  formerly  numbered  57  Mechanic  Street  and  was  the  Edward  S Crocker  residence. 

In  1920  the  resident  of  13  Saari  Parkway  was  John  E Kallio,  an  employee  of  the  Parkhill  Manufacturing  Company.  Mrs  Lizzie  Kallio  resided 
in  the  house  from  her  husband’s  death  until  the  1950s.  In  the  1950s  Sanford  Kallio,  an  assembler  at  Brown  Bag  Filling  Machine  Co  and  his 
wife  Elbe  began  residing  in  the  house.  Elbe  resided  in  the  house  until  the  1980s.  The  current  owners  are  Janice  & Douglas  R Brisebois. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

“Streets”  Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Subject  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 

□ Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 

* Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Subject  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 

^ Ibid. 
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